

R£« JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


INTERVIEW WITH 

^ 6 

Agents 
le cooperative 
witness inasmuch as he is a 




goot 

habitual drunkard by his own admission and had 


to be c onta cted twioe before he w as in a condition to talk to the Agents* 
has no known orimindl reoord. He furnished the following 


signec 


:eraent. 


Springfield, 111. 
September 16, 1943 


field 


*% 

o voluntarily give 


Spr ing- 

ie rollowing statement to Spoeial Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises of any kind were made to oause me to make this statement. 



"Iwas born in 

to America in flflB I claim 
who was "naturalised at 



rat- 



”1 started working in Mine B about years ago, joining 
U.M.W. at that time. I never held an office in any union. I was working 
at Mine B when the Union split up and Progressives started. I don’t know 
the cause of the split and didn’t have anything to do with starting PML. 

I joined PMil along with all the other miners. . I don’t favor any union. 


"I don’t knew what eaused the strike at Mine B in 1937 
and can’t remember whether I w orkod there the day the strike started or 
not. 


UMfi'A. 


"I don’t reooll signing any petitions for either PMk or 


11 1 don’t know how the piokoting started at Mine B and I 
only went over there to get something to eat. 

"I reoall voting in one NLRB election and remaAbor that 
I voted for my sympathy the UWiA. 

"During the period that Mine B was closed on strike I 
was on h?A for 13 months. I got a letter from Mr. ELSHQFF to ooms back 
to work and when I went back I didn’t pay dues to either union, but later 
I joinod U IMA, 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



and the san» is true and correot. 


11 1 was never threatened or beat at Mine B after I went 
baok to work and I never saw or heard of any of the 

men getting beat up* - 

* "I have read the above statement consisting of If pages 



Springfield, 111. 11 


Res JOHN L. IMS, ETAL. 

-Interview with 



English well but it is not believed he would make a good witness due to his lack 
of knowledge of the occurrences at tine "B" incident to this case, inasmuch as 
he was not present at the mine during the controversial period. 


the Federa _ promises have been made to 

get me to make a statement. 


formation of P.L r .A. It was my understanding that LF.7IS had bargained for a lov.v^ 
wage scale and the miners voted for an increase and then the ballots were stole... 
This caused the men to form a new union called P.V.A. l£ine 'B* was idle at that 
time and lx. ELSHOFF signed an agreement with P.L.A. so he could open the mine. 

I had joined P.X.A. because the majority of the men changed over from U.l'.n. to 
P.K.A. and I could go back to work. 


the tine officials to discredit P.X.A. or show any partiality toward U^.W. 


I had no difficulty while I was a member of P.K.A. while I worked at Kine ’B’ . 
No one attempted to get me to join U • It . ft • at that time and I did not know of 
any spies at tine ’B'. 


He was cooperative and submitted the following signed statements 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 9, 1943 


statement 



ke the following voluntary 
IV who are Special Agents of 



"As far as I know, relations were good at Uine r B r prior to the 


nj know of no strikes or closed doors or any attempts by E1EK0FF or 


"I thought the officers of F.X.A. were honest and did a good job. 


RE: .JOHN L. LE-IS, ETAL. 




»w w ith 

Ml 

(continued. . _ 

I have not returned to Mine 'B 1 since I quit in 
lost ell ny tools at Line 'B 1 because I never went back for them. 


"I SB now working at 


fin Springfield but do 


not belong to any union. I hav^n^preferenc^To^ny union, and if X had 
my own free will and choice I would not choose any union. 

"I have had this 2 page statement read to me ty| 
and it is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 



(signed) 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 


pedal Agent, F.B.I." 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


of his inability to speak Englisi^n^^^lack of knowledge of pertinent 
facts in the Mine B situation. no criminal record. 

He furnished the following signe^st^eraern^ 



"Springfield, 111. 
September, 15, 1943 



gat?o?^*‘< T o throat^o^prom^e^ of any kind have been made to cause me to 
make this statement. 



"I was bom in 
I was naturalize 



jpfjjW emigrating to America in 
started working in the mines as 


soon as I cane to America joining the ULIWA at tt^^t^nc . I have never 
held an office in any union. I now work at 

"I started at Mine B in ^H^be longing to UMTJA at that time. I 
was satisfied with U1IWA at that time. In 1932 the miners revolted 
against John L. Louis and started the PKA. I joined the P A and liked 
it better than UMWA, because you couldn’t vote under John L. Lewis. 

"I don’t knor: what caused the strike at Mine B in 193?* I just 
worked and minded my own business. I never attended any meetings because 
I don’t understand English very Trail. 

"I took part in the picketing and sit dovm strike out at Mine B 
and vns there off an on all the time it was going on. 


"During the time that Mine B was closed down by strike I didn't 

work. 

"In 1939 I got a letter from Mr. Elshoff to go back to work. I 
vrent back to Mine B and did company work. I still belonged to PMA at 
thr.t time. I hurt my log and asked Oscar Falcotti to give me a room. 
After I got a room and v?.s digging coal a Big Follow who was UlfYA came 

A v'/NrtVh wn n+ mo rr f-.alr'T n TfkftlTA Tfoj+.f’. rVTi Vrt1+. T +.oTrl K i TTi YIO HTlrt 

-LJ 1 UU ui j 4 W VM4J UilM T f * * W ■>-' tuu V W wnw « *“> ... *■ J — ■» — — — — »» — — 

threw it away. Shortly after that I couldn't breathe and I found out 
that someone ted shut off my air. Inter I saw two or throe men beat 
up in the wash house. I'm not good on names and can't tell the names 


i voted in the 1st NLRB election which the Progressives won 


Be: JOHN L. IEiTTS, ET AL 


of these men or the ones who beat them up, except 
that * Bowling Green" was one of the men who beat up 
on one PMA miner, 

"Wien I finally joined UJfYA there were only about 10 PUA. men 
left at 1 fine B and I was afraid of getting beat up, I didn't join UMffA 
bv choice but because I was scared being an old man, 

"I voted in the 2nd NLRB election and again I voted for PMA 
again. I wouldn't ever vote for UK7A. I could have a free and 
voluntary choice of unions I would choose Progressives. 

"I have had the above 2 1/4 pages of voluntary 
by ue read to re , in the presence of my daughter, by^-fgent 
same is true and correct. 

(Signed) 


Springfield, 111." 


TH-tnessed: 





Sm . JUTOT I< • L&iti i £> , til' A Jj 


TWFRVTET? ^TTH 



opened in 1939 and vrae in a position to hare a good knowledge ol 
but he had a very poor memory and was unable to rooall ma ay pertinent facts *_ 
For this reason it is not believed that he would moke a good witness* 
denied having any criminal record. He furnished the following signed state- 
ment : 

•Springfield, 111. 

September 10, 1943. 


I~OJ. -LQY.'ln 




do make the 



ary statement to opeciux a gents anui 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation^K^threats or 
any kind have been made to cause mo to make this Btatomont. 

am presently employed 


"I was born al 

at first working is 

the joining Unite^Mine Workers 

of America at that time* I started working at Mine B about continuing 

my UM 7ik membership. BetwoenJUJ^ind 1932 UMKA and the Hine^^Officials got 
along alright. 


•John L. Lewis was the cause of the split in 1932, He went against 
our vote and made us take a reduction in wages. 1 was a delegate to the 
convention at Gillespie in September 1932 when we decidod to form the Progres- 
sive Mine T*orkors ofAmerloa/ I never hel d anv offices in thi s union until 

^ After 

formation or FJtlA i jomg it aB a body with all the other men at Mine B* 


inc with the Mine B officials* but about a year 
etti came to me On t\ 
asked me if I didn't think the PMA was slipping. 


At first the PMA. got along 
before the strike Oscar Faloetti came to me on two separate ooeassioas and 

I just walked awffiyT 


•in the Spring of 1937 our contract ran out on March 31* and a 
temporary agreement was signed. There was an argument between PMA and Elshoff 
as to whether this contract contained a retroactive clause. There were a 
nunfoer of men at Mine B who made an issue out of this, and wanted to form a 
new UMRA local. These men as I can rooall weret Joe Albanoso* Andrew 
Schrolevious, Dominic Pas quale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Ploteh, 


/ n X. A. . - \ I - i — — f . 1 r* J JL- I- ^ I. TV T n d. n Min .. PLrt tel aA ^ aV Atete mW 

tfenn \ oottony AnumcLB* oonu o ir luul, uwurgu a ui*^u,¥n*y # uuuuuuw, 

JarnCB Kale, and Cudge Baumgarncr* The PI& then held trials for these men 

and suspended sane an expelled othora. There were at least two meetings where 

these men wore trieTT I attended these meetings and recall that we 
suspended the men hy a rising vote* I recall that written charges were made 
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c 


* 


Re: JOHN L. LESTIS, ET AL 


to our Trial Board, who made a rocomnendation 
to tho local and we voted as stated above. Some 
of the organisers refused to come to the meetings 
unless they were suspended or expelled. There was j 
a rumor that each one of those organitors got #2,000.00 apiece for they j / 
work. The Co. was notified that the suspended men were no longer PHA aomboraf 
and asked to dismiss the expelled members. This the Co. rofused to do. ' 

"The mon wore dissatisfied because the Co, wouldn't fire the expelled 
members, and because of tho back pay situation s on the day of the strike 
May 12, 1937 lots of the men loaded short cars of coal, I was down in the 
mino digging and the first I know of the strike was when we were called out 
on top about 2 p m by the Pitt. Board Member. No orders were given to load 
coal short, the men just did that by themsolves, 

"I recall going to the Board Members Office about two weoks after the 
strike and signing a slip showing that I wanted Pitt, as ay bargaining agent. 

"I don't recall when tho picketing or set down strike startod but 
I participated in both for most of tho time that they went on. I was at 
the mine when we were put off by the injunction. I didn't like it and 
figured that we wero whipped then. 

"Soon after the set down strike I voted in the NLRB ole ot ion which 
the Progressives won 404-25. This eloction was fair and square. I recall 
a pamplet boing passed out but don't recall what it said or who passed it out. 

"I have no knowledge of anyone trying to reopen tho mino either 
before or after the NLRB election. 



"During the period wc were out on strike I worked on WPA and was 
working there when I got a letter to come back to Mine B. The letter gave us 
10 days to go back to work or lose our jobs* 


•When I 


sellTeve that about ouu minors were 
Charles Bohannon came to ny homo at I 
UtETA . -.then I wouldn't be said that 


Min e B in 1939 I _still retained my PMA. membership 

At the time I was elected 
About August 1940 
asked me to join 

I didn't 

r he said 

that he would feel sorr^^W^^j^T^^End children one of these nights when 
my house w as bombed. All of this occurred after I was fired in June of 1940 
for asking HHHV, ' .hat do you mean by sitting by that scab son-of-a- 
bitch rcferrm^T^a^outside chock woighman who had been brought in by-UKIA. 

"I never witnessed any violence or beatings out at Mine B as most 
of it occurrod after I was firod. 


L 


% ^ 
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Re i JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 



"I remember voting in the second NLRB eleotion but 
my vote was contested because I was on WPA again. 


at Springfield, 111, and begi „ ist FiSA. 


"I recall that early in 1937 



came to 


[.•as a regular UUTm organiser and not working at Mine B at the time. 


mHVsaid that UUTZA was going to take Mine B over and already had a lot of 
the men signed up. He promised me the job of check weighman if I'd go along 
with U1EVA. I asked him how he could promise me that when the men have to 
vote on it and he said if you don't believe me I'll take you t^Ro^Edmundson 
who will see to it that you get it. Shortly after that I met again on 

the street downtown and he asked me if I'd made up my mind yet^^^Told him 
no. This was all "before the strike in May of 1937, 


"If I had a free and voluntary choioe of unions I would choose 


Progressives , 


B I have read the above statement consisting of five pages. The same 
if true and correct and I do hereby sign my name. 



signed) 


7/itnessed : 



sign ed) Special Agent - F.B.I. 

HB (signed) Spocial Agent - F.B.I." 
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Be* JOHN L. LHTIS, T7T AL. 



■ V 


Springfield, 
s residence on 

September 1 3 j 1943 by Special Agents 

and MHB|^H||is presently employed at Mine B. 
opera^^^^S^vl^^^^^^ansvered all questions asked. He is alert but Tfas 
unable to express himself Tell. He stated he ras forced to Join the Ulf' to 
keep his Job. He executed the folioring statement. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 



oil erring voluntary statement to 

flH0|^||^^J^anc^HH|HHB^yVhon I knar to be Special Agents 
^o^th^Tederal Bureai^o^Investigation, U.S. Department of Justice* 


fr I rras born 



entere 
Illinois in 


the United 
live 


e^the 

sen^^ 


an presently employed 


-:;ger 


"me lirst union I ever joinea rras tne umxea lime T orKers ox 
America rhich r ill be re ferr ed t o hereinafte r as the UW . I joined 
this union in 


"I vorked at tvo mines, both at Springfield, HI., before I 


started vorking in nine 3 in 


Fas a nember of the IBM. 


**I have never held an office in any union. 


"A^ iai as -L KI1U* 


7 ^ a , ~ v-<T ^ 4- H T9*r 

ruidtiyijo uou^tjuii x ct uw otic: <x*a, r c 


satisfactory before 1932. 


"I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America, vhich Till 
be referred to hereinafter as the P*IA, voluntarily in September, 1932 
■when they organized at Mine B. I took no active part in the formation 
ef this union, but r anted to join because I thought it rould be a better 
union to vork under than the Ulf * 


NT+ Vac fr.-rtr i rlojo 

W ’ UU I11J 4k U^U 


’therh T?1 chrt-^f fdtrnr^ + ho TTH - ' nvo r* fVifl WIA 


cannot say •Phat it ras, but everyone felt that there vas something 
secret between the IBf and Elshoff to try to get rid of the PUA at 

Mine B> 


"I liked the RIA and I think everyone vas satisfied Trith that 
union and its* leaders. 
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Ifc: JOHN L. LET IS, ET AL. 


EfTBBTIB* 1 ITH 



(Continued) 


knar if the above 


»I knov: the following men* Andrer Schrelevious, 

Dominic PaSquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, 
John cotton, John Sirtout, George Jacavay, Emory jaesray, 
James Hale and 3orlinggreen. Prior to Hay , 1937 X did not 
nentioned men vere Hi. organizers at Mine B. 


'•I returned to Hine B on Hovenber, 1939 as a PUA member. Sometime 
after I had retunia^^^jri^ndrevrSchrelevious came to my house vhich at 
that tine vas Springfield, 111. and asked me to join 

UF. I told if I did not, I vould lose ny job at 

the nine. A -re ek later, Tony plotch and John Cotton cane to ry house on 
'ana plotch said if I did not join the Uj" it vould be very 
icner that he meant I vould be beaten up or something like 
that vould happen to ne if I did not join. That same night Tony Plotch gave 
me a membership card and I signed up vith the TMT because I vas afraid_rhat 
might happen to me if I did not sign up Ti.th the UU7. 



,l I did not attend the PMA meeting on May 11, 1937, but I knar 
there vas going to be a meeting from talking vith the other miners. I 
heard the next day by T ord of mouth from the other miners that some miners 
included in the list of names set out in this statement frere expelled 
from the PMA at that meeting. 


"The only thing I knov about the rage scale trouble in the Spring 
of 193 7 vas that ELshoff did not recognize the retroactive clause in the contract 
rhich meant I vas supposed to get back pay, dating back to April 1, 1937, I 
never got this back pay. 

"The day of the strike, in Hay, 1937, I vas digging coal in Box^^^ 
the South section of the mine. On tills day I loaded sy coal cars short because 
the ?UA Pit Committee told me to. I understand that trouble had started on 
that morning vith ELshoff because he vould not discharge the miners vho had 
been throrn out of the PMA* 


"I vent out to the mine to help picket about about three months in 
the ?UA picket line after the strike started. 

"I alvays vanted to keep on forking under the pfiA. I never ranted 

V _ 1 . J j-1 ,*.1 *V- 3 X _ - X. X * J. 1 Tlfc# 1 m _J- _V^ 

x*o go oacK again unuor wiu UH * JL ' cis i ujrutju id ruiuni vu uiu un u^' nuicu 

and John Cotton or lose ry job, 

*1 do not remember signing aiy petitions in the summer of 1937. 

"In September, 1937 I t ent out to the mine Than the mine tried 
to open. The PUA leaders told us r e vould not be able to go dovn into the 
mine to rork that day because ve vere Progressives and because the T *inc B 
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ffc: JOHN L. LET IS, ET AL. 



operators rould not let the F!£A fork. CSily the 31 isen 
could i oric. 1 did not go to the nine again until the 
nine opened-up in 1939. 


'•I voted in the first N.L.R.B* election. It vas a fair election. 

"At the tine of the second N.L. E.B. election eveiyono I talked to 
knev the Blf had a najority and the Hi fined us if wq did not vote. The FMA 
men also rere fined if they did not vote. The nen vho still ranted to roric 
undc-r the p!iA, but vho vero forced to ,join UI , ■' ere tired of being out of 
y ork and that's vrly so many voted for the Ihitod 1‘inc 1 orkers. 


"I can speak the English language and so can ny rife, but re can 
not read English, .This statenent consisting of tliree and one half pages 
ras read to ne by in the presence of and It is 

true and correct, 


c 


( 




RE: JOHN T iJft rr^. ET AL 


\' 



Springfield, 



He 

of age and is a nuturalisoa oitiren or xne unixea duui,»» with 
heritage. It is not believed he will make a good witness due 
of pertinent details of the facts incident to this case. 


[has no known cr imi nal record except his admission of 
arrests for drunkenness. 


•P: i'* ^ 1 — rl m JB mm -t rA «+■ ^ A nvnAM^ Wft B r\Vl+- A 4 WCi4 At* f 

X lit? lUliUeiU^ a v u wjji v ij, w euo w vai.uvw j. a vau 


"Springfield, 111. 
Septembor 9, 1943. 


"I. 

statement to 
of the Federal 


a^the following voluntary 
and who are Special Agents 

'mrestigation. Ho threats or promises of any kind 
have been made to get me to make a statement and I do so knowing it may be 
used in a court of law. 



"I was bom 

b e c ant a naturalised citizen o 



I came to U.S. in 


and 


*1 began working at Mine S B“ in have worked there practically 

ever since except when the nine was shut down. I joined U.M.V.. , when I be- 
gan working in Mine "B". I know of no difficulty between U.M.TJ. and Mine *B R 
officials while I worked there. 


"In 1932 P.li.A. was formed and obtained a contract at Mine "B"* I 
joined P.K.A. then because I wanted to work at Mine *B". I didn’t notioe 
any difference in the way P.M.i*. or tJ.U.l*. got along with the Mine *B" 
officials until the trouble in 1937. 


"I remember I was driving entry on May 12, 1937 and I was called out 
shortly before quitting time along with all the other men. I wont to the 
wash house and changed clothes and came home. 

"I think one of the men told me there was no work the next day so I 
did not go back to work. I wont out to the Mine the next day to get $5 I 
had left in a pocket of my clothes in the wash house* I had to go through 
a picket line to get it and when I got it I did not go back to the mine for 

e 

OUWUb U JfOttJ P • 

•Before the shutdown I lid not see any labor spies and I don’t know 
why the strike was called* I don’t liko trouble so I didn’t go back until 
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HE* JOHN L- IJWIS* ET AL 


INTERVIEW 



around Dec* 1937. 


after it was settled. I did not picket the mine at 
anytino and don't believe in picketing. 

"I voted in the Government hold election at the Arsenal 
P.I1.A. won tho oleotion by a large majority. 


M I went back to work at Line in Dec, 1942 and worked until 
June 1943. I joined U.H.T.. when I went back to work. I never saw anyone 
get beat up while I workod at liino B B n . 


W I did odd jobs during the 5 yrs. I t;cs not at Lino w B :t a nd the 
reason I did not go back until last year is and I 

was undecided what to do. 


"I think that U.LI.V,. is a better Union than P.L.A. but I would 
join whichever one was working at the mine. 


"I am now working having started three days ago* 

“I have had this three page statement road to me by 
and it is true and correct to the best of ray knowledge. 



Tiitnessed* 




Special Agent, F.B.I, 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 
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Re: JOH? L. tCTTIS, £T AL 

W 


mi- ^ .r* ^ n n j _ ~ 

A/ie Auiiuwia^ iiivctj vAj^a 


Fan* 



n ft AAM^ttA^A^ ViTf Cna^^ol A tfdniiM 
□. o yuuwww wow vj M P UW * M> * * 4 * v “* ’ - 


at Springfield* 


INTERVIEW W ITH 

[TnoTs7 on September 14, 1943* 

At the Sprin g field Fie ld r> -i vtai <vn «g»M-.R interviewed 

who lives 

Springfield, Illinois, He advised Tie Has never been arrestee 

readily understood the questions asked him and gave intelligent 

... - t .. l. i . t i _ j L m i J J a i X. J _ £* - 1 ± ALh A- MMh«l #1 

replies inoicai-ing Lnat ne is ddt, iiiivertite* axiu iw j.» auav w*n.u hv nvmu 
make a fair witness if his testimony wore necessary. 


Agents obtained from ' 


"I 


[the following signed statement: 


"Springfield, 111, 
Sept. 14, 1943 



give 

the following Information to anc * "‘*° ar<3 

known to me to be Special Agent^o^xh^FTBTl7 Fo tnreax^o^proniises have 
been made me and 1 give this information of my own froc will. 



. "T am noiv w orking as a dizecr at Panther Creek #5 I will have 

been there I worked at Mine "B" about 9 years up 

to the strik^[^i937^^^i^^^^’ont back thereafter that time* I was born 

I c ame to the U. S. in VH| and became a oititon 
or I first joinec^a union in 

this was U.M.T.-. I Have noVFT~beon a union officer. 

"From the time I went to work at Mine B up until 1932 there was 
no trouble between Elshoff and the TJ.M.TT. union. ‘.Then they had the union 

on! i f T 1 f.Kr 

%J ± v A- ^ *»*»%. 

at Mine "B", I did no organising for them. 

Elshoff got""along fine with F.M.A. there was no trouble of any kind. I 
never heard Elshoff or Palsetti say 7hoy had any preforance for U.M.TT. over 
P.M.A. I was always satisfied with the P.M.A. local_ there was no trouble 
there at all. I attended a few P.M.A. meetings at that time. At evory 
meeting thoy told us how much money had been spent and how much taken in^ 

I never felt any money was being stolen from the union. It was ny opinion 
that the P.M.A. sen sent to prison for bombings had been framed up. I dont 

1 +Ko ft! .~or>A T npvf'f Rnw ftnv U^U-7*-. ttfitl 

W* IV 1U444W = ' " 5 — " ■ “ 


Progressives £ind Tvsnt n-long to tho-t Union with the rest 

Prom 1932 until the strike 


1 — —V * AAA A +- 

BJLLU1Y 9*iLV U4.U i U # 


J, 4 V'Jii 


picket Hinc "B" or give out any literature there. I did not know of any 
group in the P.M.A. that was U.M.TT. though belonging to P.M.A. I never heard 
of any parties given by Elshoff for U.M.^. officials or they for him. 

"I remember when the contract ran out in 1937 we kept on working 
under a temporary agreement, I may have only heard this through the other 



i 


c 




niT^VT^TT.ITH minors or through the P.M.A. officers. No one was mad 

HH|B over this and wo all thought that P.M.A. would got a 

(continued) contract. I did not go to and dont remember any meeting 

the night before the mine closed down. I worked the lost 

day the mine operated and wont homo that night, tho noxt day I went to go 
+ q Vf o end £ one of the nssn met mo on tho road anH* t ol- the initio was not 

going to operate. I did not know there had boon any trouble until then. 

I heard that the strike was called because someone over in tho Mine office 
said if vre did not go over to U.M.TT. the mino was not going to operate. On 
the last day the mine worked I hoard something about cars being loaded 
short, but nobody said anything to me and I did not load any cars that way. 

I was working in Box^ at that time. After the mine closed I helped 
picket the mine a couple of days. I signed a petition on the road by tho 
mine , no one made me sign and it was just to show I was for the P.M.A. I 
did not sign any other petitions that summer for either U . M*TT * or F.M.A* 

I heard tho U.M.T7* had a petition but I dont know anything else about it* I 
also heard about the U.U.Ti* forming a new local , I heard this from tho non 
and also from the papers. No one contacted mo To join this union. I know 
of no other troubles happening this summer 1937. 


about 3 weeks and then got sick. I was not thero tho first day tho strike 
started. I went out because the other men non did no one told me to go. 
Thero was no trouble . we wore there to project our and gaurd the 
property. There were no outsiders brought in, just local 54 mon. I was not 
there when tho U. S. Marshall came and chased the men out. 


to get a slip showing my exponses while working there*. this was Tor income 
tax purposes. 


and no one told nc how to vote, I voted P.K.A. I saw some U.H*TT. mon there 
but they did not bother me or "give me anything. I guess they just wont there 
to vote. I wont direct to the Armory from my homo. 


they won the election. I heard something about some mino B mon and Falaetti 
being over at the Jefferson Mine but I dont know anything about it# 


to come back* I v.as working at Taylor Mine $12 and did not go back as I did 
not like the way things were there. I am still a member of F#M.A# 1 did 
not vote in the 2nd N.L.H.B. election. 


*1 remember the sit-down strike at Mine W B*, I went out to it for 


fter the sit-down strike I only went to mine f, B” once that was 


n l voted at the first N.L.H.B. election, I voted the way I wanted 


I dont know why Elshoff would not sign a contract with P.M#A. after 


^.ihen tho mine reopened in Sopt. 1939, I got a letter telling ns 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


He; 



7TTII 


"I have JiQ-d Agent ppjjPJP cad to me this statement^ 
written on this page and four others so far as I can 
recall it is all true and correct an3 is as I have told 
it to tho F.B.I. agents. I aa signing this of my own 
will as it is all true. 


"SIGNED; 


signed) 


"Witnesses ; 



(signed) 

j c i a 1 ..gent , F .B . I . 
St^Pau^Kinn. 
mPHs (signed) 
Special Agent F.B.I. (Milw.) 
Springfield, 111. 

Sept," 14, 1943" 


V 


c 



\ 




Jtei -fOKN L, TX* 


iNTEHvnr/; fith 



t 


in his statement he had been tola about the Federal agents making instant 


appeaed very cooperative. He really is not illiterate but has difficulty 
in understanding and answering some questions. However, it is felt he 
would make a fair witness if his testimony is needed. 


Till Mine B closed P.M.A. was good union & they were same as all others as 
they give you nothing St you have to work for everything. There was no 
trouble there before Wipe E closed. There were some men there before Mine B 
closed who wanted to form new U.K.W. local but I kept on working. We were 
satisfied before mine closed with P.M.A. local #54. I go once in awhile 
to meetings as I lived so far from Springfield, 111. P.U. A. charged Just 
about same dues as other & U.JI.W. there now charges more. There was 


& I never nosed around much but Committee protected our rights then O.K. 
Before Mine B closed U.M.n. never picketed us but there wero sane men who 
favored U.K.TV. St I never got any literature from them. I never heard of any 
parties given by Elshoff or Falcetti for U.K.W. Before Mine B closed we 
worked without a contract St Falcetti told us at Mine B with the Committee 
at the timber pile he told us that we should go to work & that they would 

fix up the contract & we would get back pay if contract was fixed that 

way* Some of the men didn’t like working without a contract & it was about 
contract ran out. About 100 men stayed in washhouse then but 


that the company would stand good on the contract. After this we all went 
to work & no trouble started over the pay. A few were saying we would not 
get a contract but I hoard it but didn't believe them as I felt company would 
keep their word. I don't remember if p. M.A. had a meeting or not before 



The following is the unsigned statement obtained from 





give the following information tcmHjK 
are known to me to be Special Agent^o^t^e 
promisesor threats have been made me to give this statement. 



in U.S. in & becan U.M.W. in 

UirTl never have held any union office. 1 starred at Mine B 
^^^36 as digger & extra driver and I was mem er of P.M.A. before then. 



just check-eff & no special assessments. I was pleased with P.M.A. officials 



old us to go to work & next day all went to work again. I 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INgHTIEWFITH Mine B closed. I did not know there was to be a strike 

on day mine closed in spring of 1937 & 

(cbntinuea; I worked till just before quitting time that day. I 

did not loaT’ any short cars that day 4 no one said a thing 
to me about it. When I camo out on top some men said in _____ wash house ____ 
mine was on strike 4 I wont home. I loaded 5 or 6 cars that day. The 
men said we would not work till they got an agreement. I did not hear then 
about any men getting expelled from P.M.A. For a week or so we picketed 
Mine B on Jacksonville Road so no U.li.W. men could get it. I never signed 
any Petition for P.M.A. or U.M.77. in _____ summer of 1937. I heard that a 
few Mine B men worked at Jefferson Mine. One was Tony, an uncli of Tony 

Plotch, I was at sit down strike every day but two days so I stayed 

there 8t watched that no one would damage the property. No oneforced us to 
go but v/hilo there the P.M.A. men told us to stay there but it was all 
quiet & peaceful. About 10 men were supposed to go to work on f irst 
day but I don’t know if they went down or not. No outsiders were brot 
in, just the local mon. We had visitors there too. I was there when 
Marshall came & ho told us to leave & we all v;ent home & no trouble was 
there, Be said no one else would come in £ work 4 we wore all glad to go 
home then. I never went back to Mine B until it re-opened for good, I 

never heard if they tried to reopen it later or not after sit-down strike 

& before Mine B re-opened for good I was in a saloon in Auburn, 111. 4 
Frank Austin & Bowling Green came to mo & asked me when I was going to join 
up '.vit'r U.M.W. & they said all wore going over to U.M.T7. & I told them I 
would siga ovor**V/hen the rest did. They did not threaten me at all 4 
no one bothered me later on. I voted at N.L.R.B. election in Armory” in 
Springfield, 111. & I voted P.M.A. both times. No one forced me to vote 
4 it was a secret ballot. It was an honest election. We went to union 

T.M.A. hall first & \;ent over to Armory in groups, of 25 or $0 at a 

time. I don’t know why Elshoff did not sign a contract with P.M.A. I got 
a letter from Elshoff telling mo to return to work in ____ fall of 1939 
&__ I think I hod to go back in 10 days. I went out 4 returned to work same 
day in box^ 4 it is now shut down. I paid dues to P.M.A. myself as 
there was no check-off. Some men talked to me at Mine B of going over 
to U.M.W. but I never was threatened or beaten up. I heard some were 
beaten up & threatened. I think I joined over to U.M.77. after _ second . 
N.L.R.B. election. They knew I was P.M.A. when Mine B reopened. I never \ 

signed any cards for tf.IiY. or P.M.A. in sunmer of 1940. The other day 

at Mine B Tony Plotch §c several Committee men asked a bunch of us who | 
had been seen by Federal men 4 some put up their hands. Some man who I 
don’t know v.as with then & he""was fat 4 had gray hair & he said to us 
that the Federal men had no business to talk to us but I still want to talk 
to you men as I have nothing to be afraid of. .Second N.L.R.B. election 
v/as just same as before. I think U.M.T. men won because they got more men 
there. I didn't see new men at I&ne B as I was at first cage & did not see 

all men there. There was some falls in the mine but it wasn’t so bad 

when Mine B re-opened. I never heard about a fire at Mine B in 1939. I 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET Al 


pas kicked 


TF , , ITH did i think, attend a meeting when 
TNTEHVII^WI TH out » but 1 don , t recall much about it. 

"I have had agent «§ 

ta me 4 it is true £ '"'if^den't have to sign it 1 "tn't hut 

&& c£ect Juf r^nt to «1 _ — *»*. 


Witnesses: 



—jpecial Agent, F.B.I., St. Paul, Minn. 
*cial Agent, FBI (MLlw.) 


Se^^L2, 1943 ** 
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Rc: JOE* L. LOTS, ET AL 



The fol^owin^invcstirotion wa^conducte^y Special 
Agents and 

SprinjfieldTll^neTsTon Septerooer n # i»w» 

A t his re si ^enccJIBBHBHBHBBspr in-ficld, 
intcrviewed^HHHHHHV whc advised he never has been arrested* He is 
somewhat i stood the questions asked and his answers were 
not readily understandable at tines and it is felt he would make a poor ^ 
witness unless his testimony is necessary* Hovjover^.he was very cooperative 
and wished to cooperate in all ways possible* 

advised would he unable to 

under stand^th^^^atenwn^i^it was rca^t^nS^T^English*. 

confirmod this and also stated that he could not sign his name but 
he would be willing to swear that everything he had told agents was true* 

Ke furnished the following unsigned statement* 




Sprirgf ield*. 1117 
Sept* 11* 1943. 

ive this free A voluntary statement to 
# who arc known to me to be Special 
threats have been used against mo to give 


this statement* 


<£ became 



rn ^ tJ * S » in 

a citizen in At one time I worke^at the 

as a digger* joined tT.M/V* in |H[i n I 

union office* I went to wo rk at ::inc B in Springfield,. 111. in 
still there. Between fl|B& tMh". was alright as far as 

joined over to F.’i.A, ir^S32 'because of trouble with John Lewis as he stoic 
the ballots I think.. I helped organize over to P.K.A.. then. . Between 1932 
A- the tine Mine B closed F.K.A. never had any trouble with Carl Elshoff 
A things went along fine* V.c F.M.A. miners felt it was a good union A we were 
happy to be under them & I attended most of their meetings.. Regarding those 
F.M.A. sent to jail for bombings I never that the F.M*A*.mon did it & othors 
felt liko I did about it. Duos were cheaper under i.M.A.^& once in a while 
there were special assessments, just tho check-off. TJ had some non 

out at Mine B before it closed A who would talk for U.H.V7. but they never 
picketed tho Mine B A nover gavo out literature to me. I don’t know of any 
parties Elshoff gave for U, !!.*.'> . but I did hear something cf it onoe. . ATion 
contract ran out'in Spring of 1937 there was sono agreement made about 
getting back pay but we never got it. e that F.M.A, would get c contract 
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Re: JOHN L. LEE7IS, ET AL 




I attended a meeting the night before Mine B closed down 
4 they kicked out r Bowling Green 1 and some one else I 


guess. The F.M.A* decided they would not work with sane certain men I 
believe* I did not know Mine B was going to close down when I did & some- 
one told us to load snail cars 4 some ona said that management would not 
fire some men. I did not load any short cars then. Tho Mine B shut down 
because of those men who kept on working. Just before quitting time we were 
told to shut down 4 I loft my tools there I never rot all of them back. 

I guoss I signed some paper for F.M.A. & no one forcod me to sign it 4 I 
signed it at the mine* I also signed another one later on 4 no one forced 
ne to sign it. I never signed a U #11.77* petition. Tony Flotch; Andy Schevel- 
viaus: Dominic Pasaunle: Peter Carter: Frank Austin: *Cotton Ananias: John 
4 Geo. Sir tout; Goo* k Emory "Jacaway; Chas. Bohannon 4 Jim Kale 4 Bill 
Sirtout were the ones who formed a new U.H.T7# local in summer of 1937# 

Fellow named — canc to see me at home about joining up with tJ.M.T# 

4 I told him I would do what the rest did# I heard that Oscar Falcetti 4 
others wont to work at Jefferson Mine# I Y^ent to Mine B in fall of 1957 4 
they would not let us go to work unless wo signed up with U#M.7\ 4 I would 
not sign up. Some did go down I believe that morning. I was out at sit- 
down strike most of tho time 4 no outsiders were trot in — just local 54 
men# Vfe did not want to take our jobs away 4 ws were watching our 

jobs* No fights or trouble went on & it was quiet & peaceful. No one 
forced me to 50 out, I was there whon U. S. Marshall came out & we all 
left tc no trouble was made at all, I don't remember if tho reopened Mino B 


election & P.K.A. won. No one made me vote - it was by secret ballot too, 

I voted F.f'.A. I heard Mine B tried to reopen later too hut I didn't 5 ° 
out, I heard Elshoff did not want F.M.A. out there even tho F,M»A. won the 
election, I got a letter in fall of 1939 telling me to cone out to work & 

T +■ vr br- <“* ire Intel* 4 *-» *"i r* r* r 1 r 1 O 1 4' Ton C n l 4". fflfir .■> 1 Vs rsT ^ 

X Tfwjiv v j n i,*r* rw t_ u ■«.>-* -tn ^ cj v m* m w*» v v * >-* # 

One morning old man named |^^Bv;as changing sh-'cs in wash room A ho was 
asked by 3 men when ho to join ovar to U.M.'V. 4 those 3 boat him 

up in my presence. |^^HHflMtf'wcrc t wo of the 3 men. I also was askod in 
Mines when I was up & I was told if I didn't join up 1 would 

not act any cars & I told them I didn't care* I also had some tools stolen 
too* I heard of others getting boat up & once saw 3 F..Ji,A, with bloody noses 
there* I saw a lot of new men then but nov/ tb' w nrr oil ^nnn from Mine B- | 
I joined before the second N,L*R*B, ol 


I felt I would get heat up 4 I did not join t 

still like F.K.A. bettor than For 18 months too 1 got one roomB 

there at Mine B. 1 heard of men sotting 'docks' but I nover got any 


short time later on. I voted at Amnry twice in town. It was a good 


_ r Jt _ . a _ n tf «f ”* r -w * *r 

Blgueu any tar ub iur u«m .*•» ->r r*Ki*n.* x 



nyself.# A follow named 
v^’ould not buy some LondE. 



boat up at a tF.M.TT. meeting because he 
ifrilso worked at Mine B for a couple of 
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jcitc ii* ft al 




I!TTERVIF"' TTITH months in 1939 as a F*M*A* but never joined over to 

U*M.7k* & nobody ever threatened him or beat him up* 
^ ® I voted at second N,L#R*B. election 4 it was just like] 

the first one & I voted the same way I felt & no one 
forced mo to vote* It vjas by secret ballot. l£ine B had lot of cave-ins 
when it reopened & I ne ver heard of any fire there in 1939* I did not 
attend a meeting where kicked out. . '.That I have told is 

true 4 correct to the bcs^lj^^^jmrwlcdge* I can f t read English vary well 
and can't write so won't sign this but it is all true* 







l'cnossos : 



(signed) Special Agent, F*B.I*, St* Paul, Kinn* 
signed) Spoc* Agent F*E.I* (l^ilv?.) 


Sept . 11, 1943" 
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jom ; l* laris, et al 


II7TSRVISV v :iTH 


The fo llowing investigati on wa^oonductedby Special 
Agents at 

Spring/ leld^I^nSoi^on September 9, 1943* 


At his residence, Springfield, 

Illinois, Agents interviewedJB^BHHH^^^Ln^n^aovised that the day 
before yesterday he was going down into the mine with many other miners 
and that some \mknown man told all of them that they did not have to 
talk to the FBI men if they did not want to. However, he said he was 
in the rear and did not hear all what this man said but he advised 
Agents he would nevertheless answer the questions asked him* 

He said he never has been arrested in his life and it was 
noted that he is more intelligent than the average miner* He under~ 
stood the questions and readily answered them* It is felt he would 
make a good v.'itness if his testimony were necessary. 

Agents obtained frctn him the following signed statement v 





S£SV\.--> 


Springfield, 111* 

Sept. 9, 1943 

give this free and voluntary statement to 
have identified themselves 

as Special Agents of tn^TT^^^ari^rio force or threats have been 
made me to give this statement# I was told by a man not to talk to 
you men but I don’t know who he was. He told me at line B day before 
yeEterda y. He just said I don’t have to talk but I want to tell you 
men the truth. 



W I 

there about 
care to U*S* 
to union in 


employed at line B as a o oa^dj^gei^an^h^re been 
was born and 

md became a citizen aDOu^^Byear^agff* I belonged 
uid trot my card along and ix was with Before 



1932 there was no trouble between Elshoff and U.Jifft* that I know of 
and things got along ok* I never held a union office* In 1932 I 
went over to P.hLA. ae majority went over and I never helped organize 
it* P If. A, union was about same a s the I don’t reall of any 

trouble between Elshoff and F,K,A* before Jins B closed and T never 
heard of anyone wanting to change back to U,K*W. and no one came to 
me about it. P.H.A. was just an ordinary union like others* I did 
not attend many F.M.A. meetings at all and was not very active* 

While P.iiA, union was there it seemed just like the old 

There was no difference to me* Regarding the local of the PXi* 

men for the bombings I don’t know how the miners felt about it* 
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JOHN L. LSriS, ET AL 



P .11, A. raised the dues a little more than before 
"but I think they used the money for good purposes 
end never vai suspicious of anyone taking money# 
Before Mine B closed TJ.M.W. never picketed the 


mine and I did not see any literature and no one talked to me about 
going back to , Before the mine closed I heard there were some 

Ken at line £ YJho favored U*l£*^* but they never spoke to me# Seme 
I recall were Sammy, the ooimitteeman, and othere* I don't kew of any 
parties given by Elehoff or U.liji. I don't knew why we worked after 
contract ran out - I can't remember that* Thore was no trouble at 
l ine B because of this contract in 1937 and I thot F.id*A. could 
get as good a contract as oould. Ko one talked to me of it 

at all. Sight before lane B dosed down I don't know if I went to 
e meeting or not. When Tine B closed in 1937 that morning there was 
talk on top about these men who were for tJ.lLYi. but I don't know 
anything more about it. We were told to load our cars light and I 
loaded one good ono and some one stole the check on it so I never 
got paid for it. One man talking to another started this gossip 
about the cars. I think 1 worked till quitting time and oome on top 
and don't remember of being told mine was closed. I don r t know for 
sure if I went to work next day and then come hone or vrhat as I 
don't recall just what took place then. I forget what the reason 
was why hino B closed* I never signed any petitions for F.I1.A* or 
U.iV^. in sunnier or fall of 1937. I don't heard a thing about U*H*Ti, 
forming a new local. In summer of 1937 no one bothered mo at all# 

I heard that some Lino B men and Fulcetti were at Jefferson line too. 

I was at ? 'ino B in fall of 1937 and heard P.1I.A. men could not go 
back to work but I heard that some TJ.K.TT. men went down and I went 
home again. Saw in the papers it was going to open I think* I was 
at sit down strike for a few days and nights only. Just local 64 
men were thore but no outsiders. Ho one forced mo to go out and I 
went out of my ov:n free will# All things were nice there and there 
was no trouble end v;e were protecting our jobs. I was not there whsn 
U.S* i ar shall came out* In bee# 1937 I don't know for euro if I 
hoard of I ineT E reopening but I did not go out I know. I remember 
of voting once at Armory and I think the F.1L.A. won that. We went to 
vote from F.K.A. hall. I voted for F.l'.A. and it was by secret ballot 
and no one forced me to vote and it was a good election as far as I 
know. I think I wont out to Tine B. later on but did not go to work 
and I think I road of it in the papers. I don't know why Elehoff 
vould not Eign a oontract with P.K#A. In fall of 1939 I got a registered 
letter telling me to go to *vork in certain time and I went out and 
saw Palcetti I think. No one asked no what union I belonged to* I 
went to work at onoo. I think we got same wages as under old contract 
but nothing was said about it to me* Later on I hoard men at llino B 
talking that they were sigining over and I worked as P*1LA. for scene 
time before I joined UiSS#V# I paid dues to F.1LA. Some asked me at 
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J03F u LBMS, ET AL 



join &nd I joined 
la svamnor of 1940 


lane B to join over and finally I did sign up with 
•fQjnr plclsiii Ko one fores- 210 to 
ns others were going to 
I don’t recall of signing any cards for F.U.A. 
or TJ.II.W. There were a lot of new men at Mine B but there was talk 
some from ou tside and 1 don’t know if they were TJ.IT.W, or not* 

1 se.v;0H|HH|V'get betH: up In the coal mine and heard of others too 
and 1 -why^(|got beat up. I oan’t remember if I voted 

second time at Armory or not and I just can^ recall that one* 

In fall of 1939 Line had some falls but BoxMwas in pretty good 

i t 1 _ J T J_1 /i • i. J*..* €> W 

EUL*pe unc A xoticau CL>K-L VUtf A J-T ts b, VKJ ucvui^* x w v* *■* * ** 

at Vine B while it was closed# I attend come noBtings;of lT.lf*W* ■ • 
now but I vat not there T/hen Glasco got kicked out* 


* 

* i 


c* 


*1 have hnd Ago nt|M[^BB read this (six) 6 page statement 
to it is true and corre^^o the beet of ny knowledge and I 
have signed it of my own free will. 


TTitne sees » 


Signed j 




ocial Agt* FBI 
Special Agente 


(2*llw. ) 

, F.B.I. 


Springfield, 111 
Sept. 9, 1S43* 


(St. Paul) 
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Re: JQH3 L. LE«rfIS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW 



Interviewed 



□y opeuiaj. AgeuuS 


\ , HBB hi £ residence^ Springfield, Illinois^ 

^ on September 8, 1943 . ^BB^BBHlspeaksbro ken English and it is 

. difficult to follow his conversation. He appears to b^defin^ein 

gnts and would make a willing witness. He^SflBNjl I 
Iretains facial narks of the beating he re- 
ceived at Mine "B". He furnished the following signed statement. 


> 


^ T J J - 



"I, 

statement to 

be Special Agents of the 
Department of Justice. 


"Bpr in gi lex a , i ± j-jjjo ah 
S eptember 8,. 1943 

nak^hefollowing volintary 
and mH^Trhotn I know to 
ederal Bureai^^^Investigation, U.S. 



11 T was born in 
States at _ 
naturalized 
sent time I live 
and I am employed a^^^niner a 


^ntered_the United 
was 

,t the pre- 
Springfield, Illinois 
“l£ine, Springfield 


jl^inois as a member of the Progressive Mine workers of America 
that will be referred to hereinafter as PMA. 

"The first mine union I joined was the United Ifine T/orkers 
of America that will be referred to hereir^^^^as the TOW. I joined 
this union about ^HHfeit a small mine neai^^HHhlllinois. I 
worked at four other mines before I startedwork^^ at Mine B in 

I voluntarily joined WA in 1930 or 1931. I volun- 
tarily joined PMA in September, 1932. 

"I never held a union office at any time. 

"Before September, 1932 Carl Elshoff got along alright with 


Uii? miners. 


"VJhen the plft. first organized in Mine B. Carl Elshoff 
seemed to get along with the miners, but later he seemed to favor 
the TOM. 


"My job in Mine B was a coal digger. 

"The PliA leaders were good. All of the miners liked to work 
under the PMA. 
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Re: JOHI L. LEWIS, ErAL. 



{ Continued) 


"I do not know anything about the FliA 
taking assessments out of my wages when it was 
first organized, and I was always satisfied 
working wider the FMA. 


"I knew the following men were UlJ/ agitators and organizers 


_ J- 11 Y-s L- ^ ir — a ^ u _ 1 

ctu tt-Uie d wuc ckii-Livt: xii jLyj/; 


T.vrt h 1 Un »Mkn A A »» i lll CnLioAl i . 

due *xj_ kJ<x i itra c j /uiui ch ubui 


Dominic Pasquaie, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Ananias, 
John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Bowlinggreen, and James 
Hale. 


”0n two days after working hours between 1932 and April, 
1937 I sar Carl Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti go into a saloon with 
four or five of these above mentioned men. I remember that Bowling- 
green and deckelbeck were in this group. This saloon is located on 
the East side of Sixth Street, between Jefferson and “iashington 
Streets in Springfield, HI. I think it was called Logans Bar, 

W I remember seeing son* of these TT.V agitators whose names 
I mentioned, in Elshoff 's office. They seemed to be friendly with 

Elshoff. 


”1 know nothing about the wage scale troubles between 
Elshoff and the p]jn.. I was satisfied with my wages and I never talked 
to anyone about getting more money. 

"1 went to some of the UIT< meeting_ before 1932 and some of 
the PUA meetings later. I took no interest in the union business, 
either UU-- or PUA, 

,f I did not know about the miners who were thrown out of 
the FMA, at the PEA meeti ig on the night of Ifcy 11, 1937. I did not 
know that some miners were thrown out of the union at this meeting, 

W I did not load ary coal cars short at anytime. I saw some 
cars loaded short on ’Jay 12, 1937, but I did not know whey they were 
loaded short. I figured the miners did not have time to load full cars. 

W I found out about the strike the next day which was May 13, 
1937 when I was told by the men I road to work with that there was a 
strike at Mine B. 

"I helped picket at Mine 3 for about three months after 
the strike started. 

"I newer signed any petitions in 1937. 
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Re: JOW L. LEOS, ET AL. 


MUM WITH 

’Continued] 



I knew the nine was 
newspapers . 


• r .ihen the operator tried to open the mine in 
September, 1937 I went out to the mine but the FS& 
miners would not work because the UIir> miners, about 
twenty five in all, went down in the mine to work, 
going to try to open that day from the notice in the 


"■/her. the mine did open in November,' 1939 X wen^bocl^o 
work at Mine 3. A week or two after l started workin 
came to my room in the mane where I was digging coal . fi^LSKe^® if 
I vfanted to join the UU<\ I said no. I was working on the open shop 
basis and I d id not have t o pay dues and I did not want to pay dues 
to any union. said X had to pay dues to one of the unions. 

He said that when there was a vote I had better sign for and not the 
p:^ because the has a lot of money, 

n A day or two later, 3ig George, whose name I do not know, 
came to ny room in the mine and asked me if I wanted to join UI£/. I 
said no, Big George said I'd better join UlfJ or some day I would 'get 
something good, ' 

"On January 16, 1941, Big George came to me and asked me 
again if I wanted to join UIP*. X said no* He said, 'suit yourself, 
some of these days you will get it. ’ 

"The n ext morning I went to the mine wash house to put on 
my work clothes. VHHH|Hand Bowlinggreen were hiding in a small 
hallwa y in connecl^^ ^^^^^^we wash house and when I went into this 
hallwajlflHiH^Hvras on one side and Bowlinggreen was on the other. 
’.Then I wen^^^Tttween them they both hit me with their fists I think 
they had brass knuckles on their hands as it felt like that, but 
I did not see the brass knuckles. I started yelling and a deputy 
sheriff who was the step-brother of the man who was sheriff at that 
time stopped these men and I believe he put them in jail under a bond. 

"Fhlcetti told no to go to the company doctor whoso name 
was Deal and the company would pay the bill. After three days the doc- 
tor told me the company would not pay the bill so I did not go again. 
The doctor sent me three bills. 

and Bowlinggreen had cut my lip* and had kicked 
me. The doctor put four stitches in ngr lip. 

''Abouta^jrrtJ^fterl was beaten I went back to the. mine 
to get my tools. , ^|^|flH^|JHHH told me I could not go down into 
the mine unless UK-. I did not tell him I was 
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going down in the sane just to get ny tools. 
I signed a tM> card and Trent into the mine, 
but could not find my tools, X then went to 
see Falcetti about going back to work and he 


told the boss to show me where I would work and I was taken to a room 
where there was about a hundred cars of slate due to a cave in, I do 
not know the name of the boss. Someone else was working in my old room. 

"The company men had to clean out the slate and I would have 
to wait until the slate was cleaned out. 


was cleaned out so I could go back to work, but I never got the call and 
I know they did not want me to work there anymore. 


the second M,L*H,B. election I was not working at the nine, !To one 
tried to get me to vote one way or the other at either election. 

"I am { ' ' ‘ " ’* ’ " " T ‘ — J ^"^ish 

well so I have had 


Falcetti said the company ^rould call me when the slate 


T1 


I voted in both N.L.R.9. elections though at the time of 


statement to me whj 
it is true and cor: 



"Witnessed: 


/S| 

/sj 

/S/ 1 


■ R 

Special ..gent F.B.I," 
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Re: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL. 




M 





Springfield, 

111 ^^^^ra^ointly interviewed at lu^^s^enc^n 

itwaber 11. 1343 by ^Speci al Agents 

little W“ STStaJiUlllJJ Ul 

the matter under in order to retain his job at 

the mine. He was hesitant to talk to Agents as he stated he had been ad- 
vised it was necessary for him to have a counsel before talking to govern- 
ment investigators. He executed the following statement, 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 11, 1943 

following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents 
Igation, - U. S. Department of Justice, 

entered the Unitec^^ 
dp Illinois in^jHV^ 



"I 

States in 





orn in 
and was naturi 


"The first mine union I joined was the lilted IJine TTorkers of 


■orica neremaiLer referred to as the tit ft? » 


... ! +VtS r? ori nKiftn + 

J cu Ui*«L3 tii-ij-v*.* Ukjvyuw 

I worked at six 


the Peabody Mine ;tf> near Springfield, 111. 
before 1932 when I started working at mine B under the Progressive 
Hine ‘-orkers of America vdiich will be referred to hereinafter as the PHA. 

I joined the PHA-in 1933, voluntarily. I liked the FMA and the ftlA leaders. 
The miners felt they were being treated fairly by the FIIA, 

"I have worked at hine B as a digger continuously from 1933 until 
the present time except during the strike period from 1937 to 1939, 

"I have never held a union office, I only attended a few Dim, 
and PUA meetings. I do not attend many ITifT meetings now, ~ 

"Elshoff got along wellwith the I*!', as far as I know to 1937, 

"I know the following miners: Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevious, 

Dominic pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony plotch, John (Cotton) 
Ananias, Charles Bohannon and James Hale, 

"I was satisfied with the PUT. dues and assessments and I never 
complained because of dues taken from my wages by the JKA, 

"In . Jnv p rnh er _ 1Q1Q. a T «nri+ ViaaI^ +a wa^I/ .+ 

*■ — - / — ' ✓ ^ ^ » p ^* ^ y x >»w*4 v vuvu w tf s/j. iv a \* 

I&ne B, and two or three months later Joe Albanese of the UH7 Pit Committee 
came up to tie and asked uc to join the IK'. I refused, but the next day 
I talked to other miners and observed that most of them had Joined and I 
knew I would have to join or get out of the nine. It was ny idea that if 
I did not join -the UlfT I vould not be able to work there, 
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Re: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL. 



:»I did not attend the Pill, neeting of W 11, 1937 
and I know nothing about any miners who were expelled 
from the PLIA* 


"I helped picket Line 13 for about thirty days. 


"I believe I signed the PMf» petition of Hay 26, 1937. I do not 
remember exactly what it was meant for. 

n Relative to the mine tr;>ing to re -(pen; I remember going to Mine B 
on one ocassion when only a handful of u<wi went down into the mine. I did 
not go to work. I was a Ftl/. nember. The nen that I nanod in this statement 
were included in the few men that did go to work on this ocassion . There 
were not enough men to work the mine at this tune, I believe that was in 
September, 1937. 

• "I do not remember the nine trying to open on any other occassion . 

"I returned to work in 1939 at nine B as a riemb r of Rlfi. I re- 
ceived a registered letter from Elshoff giving me ten days to report for 

work. 


”1 voted in the IJ.L.R.I3. election in December, 1937. Is far as I 
know it was a fair election. It presented a true picture of how the miner 

rV3 + 


+ + Vi + 

U L> V * 4U ^ 


:, I voted in the IJ.L.R.3. election in February, 1941. It was also 

fair. 


"i.t I'inc B. during the past week I liave been approached by some 
miners who told no that I would have to have a councel prosont before I 
could talk to any F.B.I. or Government Investigators. I an permitting this 
interview’ because I want to speak rqy mind and this statement has been given 

Oi TTTV ovm fVflp mil ° 


/s/ 



’•Witnessed: 



JOE 


>W7J T„ 


7 ITT *AT. 

Jk m 


\ 


r- 



ITTE IiVXE‘: T ITH The fo llowing investigati on wa^conductedhy Special 

Agents and 

Spr September 9, 1943* 



At the residence of 


_ Spring- 

„ , « 4 -T J I „ _ J U-S . n wJ ** ft A A WlA Vua >roY» Vide VkAdn 

I'leic, Illinois, agents iawvwbu ciahi «*uu *±<3 ix^ ^ 

arrested in his life. Be also adviBed that he had not been told by 
anyone not to talk to agents of the FBI and he said he "was -willing to 
answer any questions asked him. 


It was noted that ^HHH^ViE rather illiterate and he said 
he could not read the EnglisT^Ki^u^e. Be could understand questions 
alright and answered then in good English. However, it is felt he 
would wake a poor witness unless his testimony is absolutely necessary. 


*■ Agents obtained from him a statement and it was read over to 

hir and he said it was true and correct as he had given it to agents 
L> but that he would not sign it as he could not sign his name anyway. 


This unsigned statement is es follows » 


•Springfield, 111 



the following statement to 
ec. Agts* of the F.B.I. So 
t any time to procure this statement 

and* I give it of my own free will. 




*1 started at. bine _B_in_the Summer of 1936 and I am st^ 
there* I was born I came to U.&. in 

and became a citzen^rT937^^^Trst"joinec[ Q mine union in ^ 
in S-ring., ill. this was U.H.T* I h ave ngyer_be on a union o 
I joined the Progressives in 1932 at 


r# 


^During ths year I T?as ct I'ine B before the strike I never 
saw any trouble or heard that anyone wanted us to go back to U.!V% 
I dort even know Elehoff# 


H a _ n « T 4-Vc wV'ftfrytn e<r i Vafi f! 1 Oil? fllf wittl ths ir 

J\ti 1 Ui OD x *- 1*W>* WUC w wr** ^ » ~ D _ - - - 

officials, the ufin ran the local not just a fan. I went to meetings 
about once a month. I was alv?a y satisfied with the way the P.K.A. men 
handled the money, I never "favored either F*2!.A. or U.K.^T. I heard 
of the F.J’.A. men being sent to jail for bombing, I dont know whether 
they were guilty or not* I never saw any U.JI.W. men: picket Hine B, 
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S L* LHSVIS, ET AL 


distribute literature there or attempt to organise 
at the mine before the strike. I know nothing about 
any parties given by Elehoff or tUK*W. 

*1 knew the contract ran out in the spring of 1937 but I did 
not know about any agreement that had been made regarding it. I am 
satisfied "whether we have P.k.A* or TJ* so long as I work* I 
dont know how the men felt about working without a contract I cant 
read peoples minds. Even though they had no contract they kept on 
working. I did not attend or knew; anything about c meeting the night 
before the mine closed. 


iftervut WITH 



*1 want to work the day of the strike and knew nothing about 
any strike. Yi'hen 1 cane out at quitting time I heard there was a 
strike. I later heard that they o&lled a strike because they had no 
contract* I never loaded any care short when I went home I saw some 
on the parting that were loaded short I dont know why t hey were load ed 
this way. About two weeks after mine B closed I went to^^HBHMB 
and worked for a couple of months. 1 never signed any petition^Tor 
U. :.i*Vr* or F.II.A. I dont know anything about anv att empt to form a 
U.LVw. local in Spring. , 111. I was still the sit 

down strike started. I went out to the sit started I had 

to to eat* 1 was there over a month. I went on my own free will. 

I dont know why they were there. Everything was quiet and peaceful, 
as faV as I know all the men were local 54 men. I was there when the 
J arshall came and told us to leave, nothing was said, ve just left, 
you cant talk back to the U. S. Marshall when he f s got the warrant* 

*1 didrrt hear anything about the attempts to open the mine in 
Dec* 1937 or "Jan". 193B. 


u I voted at the first election. I went right from 

my hone to the Armory and voted the way I v/anted. As far as I know 
it was a honest election, it was held by secret ballot. I was not 
forced to vote. 

“I dont knm why Elehoff would not sign with P.I'.A* after they 
won the e lection, I dont knc*7 how he was able to afford to keep the 
mine closed so long either. 

*1 never heard anything about Falsetti or any men frem Kine B. 
working at Jefferson Iline* After the Marshall made us leave Kine B 
I got a job on YI.P.A, and took no interest in the mine* 

•When the mine opened in 1939 I' got a letter telling me to 
coir© back to -foork. I went out and saw Falsetti, who put my name on 
the list, I was last on the list* -I; a couple months they sent me 
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Re; JOHN L. LET7IS, ET AL 


SRVIF7 V, r ITH 



interviewed by Special Agent 

on September 12, 19457” 


oia, 
and 
stated that 
hat he 


no one had told him at iline B not to talk to Federal agents ar 
was glad to cooperate in any way. He understood questions readily and answered 
them in understandable language and it is felt that he would make a fair witness 
if his testimony were necessary. He advised he has no criminal record. 

sxecuted the following signed statements 



Sept. 12, 1$43 


give the following statement to 

who are known to me to be Special Agents of the F7BTI. 


»T 

'cats or promises hive been made me to procure this statement. 

’•1 started at Mi ne B in the summer of 1935 as a digger and I arn^ 
still there. I was bor n 

and became a citizen in I I ii 1 i |i I in 1 1 1 nil m union in 

TPS I have never held a union office. During the 2 years 1 wc 

at iline B fefore 1937 I w-s a Progressive I had been one before I came 



TV. vi w + V \4 

ASHJ. M 1 Oil J 


+ ^ wo mire. h-i vi r. 

viwu v* » vi j 


oTT oK+. Kflfwften V.T flVinff flriH P.V.A. 


I never heard anything said by either Falsetti or Elshoff to indicate they 
favored UIL' or fUk, Before the mine closed down there were a few men at 
lane "B" tryint to swing the men at *<ine n B" back to the U.S£.V7. All they 
did was talk_ saying they didn't think t.tt.h. was a good union, I remember 
Pisquale, and Bowling Green as being two of these. During this tine the min., 
and Mine n B" got along all right. I couldn't say anything against it. It 
was the miner's union Sc they ran it. I did not attend many meetings because . 
lived so fr from Springfield, went about once every six months. The dues 
were not too high because before we split from the UM~ he paid them more than 
we did the Progressives. 

"I read in the paper about the men who were sent to the jail for 


T * +. ■h'lrJ rro 

Vi W Vfl— »•'-*' ** V W. V- £,■- 


waw cmi "1+. v n*r riftt.*. 
... — ^ ~ — e>— ~ - 


H Before the strike I never saw any U.H.TT. men come to Mine B to 
picket or distribute literature. I never heard nothing about any parties 
given by Elshoff or the U.U.W* 

"■Then the union contract ran out in 1937, we keep on woricing at 
Mine B I don't know whether they had any temporary agreement or not. 
There w”s some talk about the wage question at this timc__ some wanted to 


work and some didn't wnt tu work. 


mv- li-Q ts ii\¥» +WM1 VI*. C...f 

iuet s nc*.o uu dui w. u* j»“« 


some talking* 
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Re I JOHN L. LET.7IS, ET AL 


INTERVIETT riTH »I don't remember anything about a meeting the night before the 
PH0I mine init down. Whei I went to work on May 12, 1937 I did 

(continued) not know there was to be any strike. I did not know anything 

about it until they called us out just before quitting time* 

I can't say what the strike was for. I did not load any cars short but I 
did not load any that way and no one told he to^ load any short. I don’t 
remember whether P.M.A. picketed the mine at this time or not. I recall sign- 
ing a petition for P.M.A. night after the mine closed. No one forced me 

to sign I did it of my owrTTree will because I was for the Progressives. I 
did not sign any petition for U.M.W. and I don’t remember any P.M.A. petition 
In the fall of 1937. 

rt During the summer of 1937 I read in the paper that U.H.17. was 
forming a local in Springfield, no one contacted me to join* 

"I don’t recall anything else unusual happening during the summer 
& Fall of 1937. When they reopened the mine in the fall of 1937, I did not 
go out the first day I think I went the 2nd day. During the sit-down I was 
there part of the time. I was there of my own free will no one forced me 
to go. The strike was peaceful and the men there were all local men. 
where there to protect our jobs and the property. I don’t think I was at th 
mine the night the liar shall came over and ordered us off. After this I never 
>vent back to Mine B until it opened for good. I did not go there in Dec. 

1937 or Jan. 1933. 

"I voted at the first N.L.R.B. election I voted the way I wanted, 
no one forcedne to vote. I voted for the Progressives because I was with ther 
It looked to me like it was a straight election. The PM, a. won this electic. 

I don’t know why Elshoff would not make a contract with us. I don’t know 
where Elshoff got the money to keep the mine closed. I never heard a thing 
about Elshoff owning or anyone from iftne B going to work at the Jefferson 
Mine. 


"When the Mine opened in the fall of 1939 I got a letter telling 
me to come back to work. I went there the next day and they put my 
name on the list as my section was not ready. In a few days they called 
me back. I understood at the time the miners were to get the regular Progress 
ive wage scale. When we went beck to the mine to work it was in bad shape_ 
lots of cave ins. I had not heard of any fire there while it w.s closed. 

When I went back I paid dues to P, M.A. Fran the time I tent to work until I 
joined the U.II.W. some fellow asked me what I thought about 2 unions at the 
mine I told him I did not think it was right, it shouldbe one way or the 
other. He did not ask me to join U.M.W. No one ever came to my home or 
bothered me to join U.M.W. When I saw most of the men were joining the U.M.W. 
I joined to. I think I joined before the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. I joined 
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Re: JOHN L. LE'^n;S > ET AL 


INTERVIEW >7 1 TH of my own free will because I saw all the rest join. I 

figured I might just as well go back too. They hired 


”1 voted at the 2nd N.L.R.B. election at the Armory. This election 
was just like the other one we voted by secret ball ot so far as I know it was 
was a good honest election. No force was used to gei me to vote. I do not 
know anything about the meeting at which Jack Glascow was kicked out. 

n I have had Agent jUH^read this statement to me as I just read a 
little english. To the bes^oi^ny knowledge and belief it is all the truth 
and jusT as I have told it to the Agents. The statement is written on this 
and four other pages. I am signing this statement of my own free will 
as it is all true. 



they were P.MA. or U.U.T7. I never signed any cards for 
U.M.'Jf. or P.M.A. so far as I remember in summer 1940. 


continued ) quite a few new men when the mine opened_I don’t know whether 


Signed 




194 3 " 


Special Agent F.B.I. (iiilw.) 


- B4 


RE s JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



boc.rcj nanbor for this district* It is further to be noted that he clalne to 
h:.ve no personal knowlodre whatever of any violence at Mine B after that nine 
was opened although he was working at the nine at that tine and has a very ^ood 
knowledge of most things pertaining to the union* It is believed that if fnllnd 
as a witness he will make a very rood impression. He expressed hie willingness 
tc cooperate with the Government in every way. He advises that he has no crlm •• 

j i 

XliAA X x tJt u . 




automatically with the rest. It did not rtke any difference to me whether we 
were F.M.A. or U,iI.V». and in fact I did net want the job as board member, but 
when I t'-vok it I went out and signed up every nine in this District that went 
F.M.A. When I cento. ted ELSHOFF to sign up for the F.H.A. it was at his re- 
quest. He Betaaed pleased that they had gone F.M.A. at his mino. 


F.H.A, officials fron who.t I have hoard. Ono difficulty was caused by ILSHQFF 
v/anting to operate on a 6 day week and the F.M.A. wouldn’t let him. I never 
heard of ELSHOFF or FALSETTX doing anything to discredit the F.U.A. officials 
nor do I know cf their having expressed any desire to have U.li.W. hack. From 
1932 tc 1937 local 54 F.U.A., was being run in a wry to satisfy most of the 
men in all respects there were some men who felt that some cf the money was 
not being spent properly but this is usual in all labor unions. I attended 
all I.M.A. meetings during this period, *he F. U. A. . officials made regular 


The following signed statement 



Springfield , 111 
Sept. 13, 1943 



time got along alright as far as. I know, 

"V/hcn tho change was made from U.M/W. to F.M.A. I just went over 


»■ 


Fran 1932 to 1937, there was a lot of rumpus between ELSHOFF and the 
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reports on money natters. ^hen the P.H.A. started It 
was hard pressed financially, I know that they didn't 
pay ne all they pronieod as a board neriber. This was 
due to their finiancal circumstances. I don't know of 
anything to indicate dishonest handling of union funds. I recall the F.M.A. 
non who wero sentenced for property bombings^ I have no opinion ns to their 
guilt cr innocence. While the was the union at Mine B, it was never 

to ny knowledge picketed by the U.U.Vf. nor was any literature distributed by 
then. I did net know of any group in P.H.A. who were actually U.H.VT. men. 

Nc one ever contacted me to got ns tc join U.Ii.V/. at this tine. I hoard noth- 
ing about any parties being given by ELSHCFF for U.H.Vf. or byTJ.lI.VT. for him. 

""'hen the contract expirod on 3-31-37,^m[|^^teld us we were 
working on a temporary agreement and that our pay would be retro-active .to 
Apr. 1, I figured at this tine that F.II.A. would be able tc get us as good 
a contract as the U.U.7V. In April and early May cf 1937, there ware no show- 
d:wr.s cr stoppages at the nine or any ether demonstrations sc far as I know, 
over the wage issue. I have no idea as tc the sianagments position in the wage 
natter. I did not attend the &/ll mooting, where I believe two F.M.A. nembors 
were expelled_ I don_t remember the names of those expollod. At previous noo>; 
ings I knovr that sene members were expelled. I wentto work 5/12/37 this waa 
just like any ether day to me. I don . t renenber any connction at the nine tho’ 
day over either the wage question or the men who had been expelled from r «M«A . 
On 5/12/37 there were seme cars loaded shorty I did not purposefully load any 
6hort and no one told me to load cars in that manner. I had a couple cone cut 
short because tho driver cone & got then too soon. Cn the last day we worked 
I was called r ut cf the nine and Wont over to one of the men & asked where or- 
ders con^fronto strike the nine^ he said fren district headquarters. I 
then 5 - v ' vHHl and k® ’ tc ^^ rae kad ordered the mino closed^ he did not at 
the tine tell me why he had called the strike. I did not fael at tho tine 
that a striko should have been called at Mine B. I never hoard that tho ro&sui 
for closing the nino was because tho Cc. had refused to fire men expelled from 
i .M.A. There was a picket line at Mine B for a few day s_ this was on the road 
n<t tho nine property. 

"I signed the first I.M.A. petition cn the road near the nine. I 
was not forced to sign and did it of ny own free will. 

n I signed a Ictor Petition which was to be submitted to the labor- 
board. I signed this also of ny own free will. 

*1 did not sign any petition for U.M.Tf* during the sumnor of 1937 
and don t recall, being asked to sign such. 

"I read of a new U.M.'V. local being formed in Springfield tho summer 
of 1937. I wes not approached concerning it howevor. No one contacted me 
during the summer cf 1937 to join U.M.VT. 


iutervik; v.’ith 



RE i JOHN L. LEVIS 9 ET AL 



* rt hen the mine opened tho summer of 1937 I read of it 
in the papers I did not go out the first day_ 1 did 
go out the 2nd day cn this day sene men tried to go to 
work they walked up to the cage but wtere blocked. I 
think either tho 3rd cr 4th day the sit-down started^ I w&s there most of tho 
time it was on. ^his strike was carried on by our own local bo far as I know. 
There were no imported hoodiluns cr thugs. Nc one forced me to take part in 
this and I did it figuring d was protecting ny job. There was no violence at 
this strike so far as I know. I was there whon tho U* S, ^arhsall cano out 
and read the injunction# Ho came cut and told who he was, read tTTe law to us 
and told ue tc leave, ^cne of the men asked us what tc do t I told thorn, that 
men was the law & we had tc go. There was nc trouble. I heard cf the attempt 
tc open the mine in ^ec. 1937 but 1 did not go out. 


*1 voted in the first N.L.R.E. election^ I voted the way I wanted 
and o f my own free will. I went to the local hall fifst and v/e went ever in 
10* s. ^|HBHcxpltL ined the purpose of the voting and v/hy we were going to 
go in gr^J^^^ne did net tell ne hew to vote, I did not see any B.M.'tf. men 
cn the way to r r at the Armory* I think this wnfe an honest election. I re* 
member the attempt to open the nine in Jan. 1938, but I did not go. 

"I did net hear why ELSHOFF would not make a contract with 4 ?*Li*A* 
from the tine of the election till the nine opened nor do I have any knowledge 
as tc whore he get the money to keop it closed from. 


"I did not hear of FALSSTTI or any ^f tho Kino B non working at Jef- 
ferson nine while Mine B was shut down. 


w hhen the nine opened I got a registered letter from the can pony 
telling mo to report in 5 days. I went cut, saw FALSETTI who gave me ny check 

and put me tc work at cnee# I d*-n t recall what the wage scale errangaaent 

at this time was* ^hen I went back tc work I kept cn paying dues to the Pro- 
gressives. Whan we went back tc work there were many falls in the mine, ^wc 
boxes never did open* I did net hoar cf any fire in the nine while it was 
closed down, After I wont to- work I was net contacted in regard to joining 

the U.M.W. I was net threatened in anyway. I joined up with the U.M.V/* the 

first wx rkin^dayin Jai:. of 1941# I signed then because sc many had already 
signed. flHHHHand I just decided we might just as well join. ' I signed cf 
ny own did net care about my job there as I know I could get a 

job somewhere elTe. I only heard of one man being beaten and I didn't see 
this and don t knew whether there was anything tc it or net. So far as I know 
the ircgressTves did nothing to keep the men with than. T don_t think there 
was any particular reason why thoy did net bother ne except that they knew I 
would bo my own judge. During the Bummer cf 1940 I signed a membership card 
for F.M.A. but not for U.M.W. During this time the management did nothing to 



c 


\ 

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


IETERVIBV WITH 



indicate preference for one union over the other. I 
did not see many new men at the nine when it was first 

opened. 


11 v jl t • _l \ .. _> \T T Tj 71 au 

i vuteci in tsitju. ui .>iaj 


L A f * "UU I4VV 4 . w* wvm w- w^wv j 

end voted the wr.y I wanted, voting U.U.W.A. As far as I can Bay this was an 

honest election. 


"I have had Agent^^^^H ro:tCj this 6 page statement tc me and it is 
all true and correct so far as I can recall, and is as I have told it tc Agents. 
I an signing this of ny cvm free will. 11 


"Signed 





It Bpc. Art., 
j t-u l , Hinn. 

Spec. Ajpt . FDI 


Springfield, 111 9-13-43" 


(I’dlw) 
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Re: JOHN L. UT7IS, ET AL 



mois, iwas^^vfcerv^ewec 
hone by Special Agent^^^HHf^ 

He was cooperative but it is not felt thaTn^would make a gooc 

witness because of his lack of knowledge of the pertinent facts in this 
case anc his inability to speak English well. He admitted no criminal record. 




furnished the following signed statement: 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 7,1943 


voluntar^^^^ethefollowing state - 
to Spe and mHHV the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Ho threats or promises of any kind have been made 
to cause me to make this statement. 


"i s bom ir. 

I was natural ize d 
presently residing at 



came to America in 

I am 

, Illinois. 


^^••1 have worked in the CoalMines in Lincoln and Springfield, 111 
since starting at tine B in I joined the Un^e^l^^vorkers 

of America when I first started working in th^ames at^HHJJHHJ^and 
stayeed with this union until 1932. Between ^jU^nd 193^tn^uKOiad no 
trouble with the Ltine B officials. 


"The theft of the ballots on the wage scale was the reason for 
the start of the Progressive 'fine ‘forkers of America so far as I know. I 
had no part in the formation 6f P1&. but I did attend a meeting at Reservois 
Park when the men were talking about a new union. I never held an office 
in either PLiA or UkHA. I Joined FMA along with all the other miners at 
Mine B in 1932, and so far as I know this union got along swell with Hr, 
Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti, and I never heard either of them talk against 
?.y„ A. 


"I thought the P:ia vis a good union, well run and 7 liked the 
officers. I tteuded most of the meetings and had a right tc talk and vote 
for whom I pleased- The dues and Special assessments were cl 2 vt the same 
in Pi-IA as in Uk'AA. 


"About two weeks before the strike in May of 1937 James Hale case 
into my room where I was loading coal and asked me to si.'a up with UiffifA, 
saying that everyone was signing up. I was scared and s ■ gnec up. I wa3 
surprised and couldn't thin k t _and_ signed up to save I was afraid 

to tell anyone about this. also signed up 
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Be: JOHN L. I07IS, ET AL 



the same way, acc ord in 
also claimed that 1 


to Jim Hale. Ur. Hale 
d joined UMTA. 


(continue 



"I knew Andre Schrelevious, Dominic Basquale, Pete 

TaV. k / /"*.-**• 4- AviA|<h 4 O ♦*+ Atil 


Carter^ Frank A"*-X3* in* Tony Plotchj tKrim jumuiao^ uviui uix w^u 

George Jac av/ay, & Charles Bohannon but I never knew that any of them 
were Th,f.?A spies or know that any of them were suspended until I joined 
UM3YA * 


’•So far as I know the strike in May of 1937 was caused by 
an argument about back pay. I was working the day of the strike, but 
I don't remember how it started. I do remember seeing Coal Cars being 
loaded short that day but I didn’t load any short myself. After the strike 
both PMA and UIHA cane around with petitions, hit I don't remember signing 
either one, because 1 had decided to quit. However, during the summer of 
1937 the Ul£7A started a new local. I believe itwas #7469- I was asked to 
come over to John Ananias. house to pay my dues. The only other person I 
ever saw over there was Tony Flotch. I remember paying dues there a couple 
of times. 


’’During the time the PMA was picketing the Mine B I went out the* ■ 
only one night. None of the PJ1A men knew that I was paying dues to UMEA 

’•I recall that in Dec. 1937 ’’Cotton" Ananias told me to cane out \ 
to Mi ne B as it was going to open U1C?A. I went out to the mine but there \ 
was only about a dozen men there — mostly the men whose names have been 
set out above. I remember that there were some PMA men on the road in cars 
watching who went to work. 'Be only worked one day and quit because we didr* 
have enough men. I was scared because I saw that the U13YA didn't have a 
majority like James Hale had told me when he got me to sign up with UlfiYA. 

"I remember voting in the 1st N1BB election, but I don't remember 
how I voted. I believe the Progressives won. 


"After the strike I went back to work at Mine B in 1939. 1 got a 

letter from Mr. Elshoff saying that the mine was going to open. 1 had been 
on WPa for 14 months when the mine opened. Hhen I returner to work X was 
paying dues to DICTA. No one bothered me or tried to r.e to join 0M?A . j 
as I was already a member. I never tried to get anyone t.o join / 


.... - * * * Via*»4' 

sqn ciujf \ji v 


^9 


r\T\ o mrvr-TV^ t» ct T caw A»n r>1 H man rained 

'*& “ — 




lying on the floor in the wjsh house and I heard the men talking, ~an3 P ^^I?hrd 
that John Sirtout beat him up. I also heard about a. man being beat up down 
in the mines. I think the reasons for these beatiiuc vvjMoecause the 
UJfTA was trying to squeeze out the FHA. 


“I recall voting in the Second NIBB election which UMiYA won. I v 
for DM this time* 


CK 

u 

K'* : 


(' 


Re: JOHN L. 1£WIS, ET Ah 


tvtcoit tv:t • jrTT p u 



«I Quit, out at Mine B about the end of May 1941* because 

I never went back to Mine B 


continued ) again. 

"If I had a free and voluntary choice of Unions I would choose 
the rrogressives. 

"I have had the abovest^einent consisting of four and one quarter 

Pares (4-) read to me by Agent MHM|and have initialed the changes I 

i ~\ v j _ rm « + r, 4 t.nw an r\ T do hereby sicn my name* 

vant.ea x.o me* aim; awvc ~ — — _ _ 


/-*■ 


Witnessed : 



Specia l Agent - F-B.I# 

pecial Agent, F.B-I. 11 
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RE: JOECT L. UWI8, ET AL 


i 



it reopened. He appeared intelligent and familiar with the pertinent facts 


of this case . He has no known criminal record other than an admitted traffic 
violation. 


_ r __ _ reats or prom- 

ises of sr.v kind have been made by them to get me to make a statement. 


ings but was never an officer until 1S37 when 1 was on the Pit Committee. I 
wanted to join P.la’.A. because I didn't like the cut in wages which U.M.W. 


everything seemed to go along smoothly. There wero no strikes or closedowns 
and only some minor arguments took place in the office over settling 
grievances. 

"Prior to the Btrike in 1937, there were some pamphlets were placed 
on windshields of the cars urging us to join U.M.fT. There was a group of 
men who were agitating and acting as spies and some of tlv re '-sere expelled 
just before the strike* They Joe Albanese who was also k. . an as Som Catalino 
end Andrew Skrelivicus, Dominio Pasquale, Pcto Carter, Frank Austin, Tony 
Plotch, John Ananias, John Sirtout, Goo. Jacaway, Emory Jucaway, Charles 
Bohannon, and Jams Hale, These men were frequently seen at parties of a 
social nature at various homes including Falsetti, 


they would get retroaotive pay if the now contract was higher. Soon after 
this U.U.'R. obtained a wage scale which was higher than the P.Ii.A. contract- 


He submitted the following signed statement and an addendum thereto 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 6, 1943. 



make th e following 
■IK who are 



neer Springfield. I 

"B" about 


"In 1932 when P.II.A. was formed, I attended several of the moet- 




"At the time when the wage contract held by P.15 A. ran out in 1937, 
■ead a temporary agreement to the miners at the mine explaining that 




RE: JOHN L. LEflIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW 


U.M.W. could not get a contract at Mine *B* 
though, because they did not have bargaining rights 
at the mine. At this tine the agitators named 
above began talking to tho miners explaining that the miners would got this 



J A Tt \I 


ft 1 tsrmrJC ft 

" 


the mine company offices, even eftor hours and on Sunday mornings, which 
indicated to me that the company was behind it all. These men were also 
seen going to U.M.tV. headquarters so P.M.A. expelled about 5 of then for 
spying activities, but tho company refusod to fire them and this was the 
cause of the strike. 


*1 signed a petition to have these spies tried before the Union 
body and to bo dismissed for their spying activities. 

"The day of the strike I was loading coal and I sav; some cars being 
partly loaded and 1 knew the man ware doing this in an effort to force 
the company to dismiss the spies. I began loading cars short also at that 
time. About two o’clock that afternoon we wero called cut on strike. Trtien 
we came up the shaft Frank Austin made some slurring remark and this caused 
a slight commotion but no violence occurred. The spies went immediately to 
tho office of the company and after a Bhort tino of milling around we camo 
on home , 


"About two woeks after tho strike P.M.A. circulated a petition to 
show that P.M.A. had a majority. John Bchneidor end others made a house to 
house canvas of the miners to get signatures. They made no threats of any 
kind to get these signatures, and each man was required to sign in his own 
handwriting. 


"I heard U.M.Ti. also circulated a petition that summer but no one 


asked me to sign it. 


epen so 

1 could 
went to 
to work 
company 
tract . 


"In September, 1937, I saw in the paper that Mine *B" was to re- 
the next mcming I called the nine to see if there was work because 
not hear the whistle from my hone. They said there was work so I 
the nine to work but I saw that the expelled spies were there to go 
too and .1 refused. That morning we all went to tho office and the 
gave each man a paper supposed to explain why no P.M.A. had no con- 
Falsotti lod the spies to tho shaft and when I saw this I refusod 


! A.L Ah A J 4 A 4-1%^ wa « A f* C If /. MAvnVs a W a . 

W1WI VHUU1 u.£j UiU wx Wiio A • ML • 44* mwiww* am 


• -JT\ Ka con rVftf ^ntf 




in a day or so and this continued for about two months until we were servod 
with a court injunction. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Dec. 1937 and in my estimation 
it was a fair election. No threats or violence occurred that I know of. 
There were some pamphlets distributed at the election but I refused tc take 
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REj JOHN L. LHT7IS, ET AL. 


-iXTH 



one and I don't recall what was in them. 

"I received a letter that the mine would reopen 
in November, 1939, cn an open shop basis. X went to work as a member of 
Fell. A* 

w Shortly afte r the mine opened a fight occurred whex^amon named 
[ who had secured a job at the mine, hitfUmwhc 
v - us member. I don't know what started this fight, Proc^nis 

time cn there were soveral fights and the spies mentioned above were always 
going around in the mino attempting to get them to join U.li..*. and when the 
men refused they would beat them up. 


n In the winter cf 1940, after most of the men had gono down the 
shaft, a bunch cf the spies b egan boating soveral duo 5 -pay inf^momb er s of 
P.M.A. I saw then beat up cn 


and 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. o loot i on in Feb. 1941 and when it wo nt / 
the mine and wont 

"During the time most of the fights occurred I was Pit Committeeman 
and I settled all grievances whether the men belonged to P.M.A. or C.M.Ti. 

"Tihen the mine reopened, I suggested several P.M.A. mon be hired 
but Falsetti said ho would hiro the men he wanted and he refusod to hiro any 

was a P.M.A. member. 


P.M.A. men. He refused to hire 

"I hnvo read this 6 page statement and it is true and correct to the 
best cf my knowledge. 


A/ 



•nitneBsc-d: 



Special Agent, FBI, 
Spocial iigent, FBI. 


« 


•Springfiold, 111. 
September 9, 1943. 



> 1 . 

addition to the statement which 1 gave 

whom I know to be Spocial Agents of 


the foilewin 
an* 

Bureau 



voluntary 


sti- 


Ho throats or promises cf any kind have been made to get me to 
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RE: JOHN L. LE»IS, ET AL. 



moko this additional statement, 
following* 


I rrish to add the 



'On the day 


was "beaten up 



and myBelf wore driving entry in the section of the mine where 
[vas“ working. All three of us who were driving entry were mem- 
bcrs of the Pit Committee. About 10:30 &,n. wo got a call to go up on top 
and when we went to the company office Falsetti told us cur district office 
h^^jaHedand wanted us down at the district office right away. «e got in 
flHHHHHVcar and came down to the District Headquarters but when we 
reached there v/e were tcld that nc call had been placed for us and that wc 
weren't wanted. ~2ulo we were at the District Office a call came in from 


the mine advising that 



had boon beaten up. 


M I have read this statement consisting of this and one other page 
which is a statement in addition to the statement I have given previously. 
It is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


/ 



witnessed: 



Special Agent, FBI. 
pecial Agent, FBI, 


a 
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A&j JOBh L* LE7 jIS # ET AL 




iktehvie: 


Springfield, 

Agents 



r v/£ is cooperative but it is not felt that he would make a good wit- 
^use cf his lack cf knowledge of the pertinent facts at Mine B. 
has no teewn criminal record. Co furnished the following 
signed ' si'ntencnt • 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 14, 1943. 

«1 , Springf^eld|_^llj 

do voluntarily nako t he followin g statement to Special agents T ~ 

of the Fedoral bureau cf Investigation^ 
Cc threats cr premise sT?""an^?ffnd have boon nado tc cause me to moke this 
statement. 



and emigrated tc America 
TngTTeH, 111. I first started 


"I was born in 
I v;as nat ur a X ise d _i n| 

working in the nines in ^m^^^|^^m|^U§oining TAuiA at that time. I 
have n ever been an of ficerit^Imy union. I began to work in Mine B about 
HMHV i was a Tank member at that tine and .wo get along alright with the 

tine B Cc. 


"The Frogressivcs were started in 1932 because the CM’.it stole 
the wage scale notes. I nover had anything tc do with the formation of 
rHJi or.d never attended any cf the meetings when it was being organised. 

I joined HU*, along with all the ether non at Mine B and we got along fine 
with Ur. Elshoff until the tine of the strike in 1937, I thought that tho 
progressives were alright. 

"The strike started in 1937 because a bunch cf guys wonted to 
put UL-..A in Mine B. Sene of the men who vrere causing this trouble and 
acting as spies for UHTU* were: Joo Albanose, Andrew Schrelevicus, Demini c 

Fusquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plctch, Jofcn (Cotton) Ananias, 
John Sirtcut, Emory Jacawuy, Charles Bohannon (Bcwling Groen), and James 
Hale, I know that Jim Hale was kicked out of FMA for 99 years for talking 
for UUWA. I never heard about any of the other men being expelled. 

n I don’t recall any argument about a contract or wages but I 
do knew that I had same back pay coming that I never got. 

"I was at the mine on the day of the strike but 1 neve^loaded^ 
any cars light, although X saw some come by only half loaded. 
called us out on strike at 2:45 pm because the mine wouldn't pa^th^BCcH^. 

W I don't remember signing any petition showing that I favored 

FISA. 


" ~T. 
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RE; JOHN L. L MIS, ET AL 



"I remember going out to Mine B one morning when 13 
UMFTA, who had formed a new local, tried to open the 
Mine, These 13 men were composed mostly of the men 
named above* The started a sitdown strike out 
there to protect their jobs. I was only at the mine for a couple of days 
during the sit down strike. 


M 1 voted in the 1st N.L.R.B* election which FMA won by a big 

majority. 


"while the mine was closed on strike I raised a garden and 
sold vegetables and went one year on V/.P.A. I was on SPA when I got a 
letter from Mr* Elshoff to come back to work. 



was goxrti 


%/hen I went back to Mine B it was *open shop.* I was still a 
Progressive, Two or throe months after I was back at work 
came around and asked mo to sign up IH7IA, I told him that 
-littlQ. I was never threatened or beaten* but I saw 

[in the office after he got beat up because he wouldn't join UMWA 
I finally joined UM7ZA because I saw that most of the men were joining up* 
and I was afraid of getting beat up if I didn't, I 



n l also voted in the 2nd N.L.R.B. election which U1R7A won. 


same . 


(, I don f t favor cither union* both of them treated me about the 


l, I on presently employed at Mine B as a digger. 


11 1 have ha d the above statement consisting of 2 3/4 pages read 
to mo by It is true and correct. 


witnessed; 


/■/ 




pecial Agents, 


Springfield, Illinois 


Re: JOHN L. LEtfIS, 


ET AL 





n EP T JTE7 T7IT H ______ 

Springfield, lilino^^^^^^^^^^^ 

by Special Agents ^HHJH^||HRand 

^^l-ras cooperative ou^^^i^i^^bfilie've 
wbiTld make a -good witness because he seens ha2y on the facts and 
which occurred at l'ine B during the period under investigation, 
admitted no crininal record. He furnished the following signed sta 


ivents 



■ Pi J /'J J T 1 ■> 

1 opr ±ngj. ac j-uj aaj.* 
September 10, 1943 

dovolunt ar ily 
Agent and 

Bureau of on. No 

or promises of any kind have been made to cause no to make 
this statement. 




orn 

1 claim citizenship 


and cane to America 
father who got his 


papers m 


"I started working in the nines^ around Springfield, 111. in 
I joined up with United i-ine '..'orker:^f^nerica in thelatter 
part of that year. I started at I line B in Betvreen^^^^fcmd 

1932 the tf.r;. got along fair out at } ine .3. 


"The split in 1932 was caused on account of John L» Lewis 
mostly he wanted us to take a reduction on a ‘Yellow Dog 1 contract. 
T took no part in the formation of the Progressive Rine Workers of 
America but joined then along with all the other nen at Tine B. The 
EIA rot along alright with the Kine p. officials. I figuredthat the 
F!‘J. was a whole lot better tiian the UiriA* 


"ihe trouble in 1937 vras caused by a temporary contract 
about retroactive back pay* KLshoff backed down on this contract and 
we vent out on strike. I know that he owed ne $11.00 back pay. At this 
tine there was a bunch of nen vho favored l Hflf. at rine B and they were 
starting treble. These nen were: Joe -i-lbanese, Andrew Schrelevious, 

Donimc Pasquale, Pete Carter, Prank Austin, Tony Blotch, John (Cotton) 
.nanias, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon 
and James Hale. \ 


r told us not to go 


down because Elsho 




kjat-iw pujr * 


*n r»?ino ahrtil + 

IV VUAUU W M U Uf/ 


!, The strike uas caused because 

£* JT* ■ - ^ ^ S w %v ft 

WUU 1 UU 1 1 L 

the niddlc of the afternoon. I recall seeing some cars cone out with 
short loads on the day of the strike. This vms because the nen were 
nad about the Co. trying to switch back to UI3ZA. 



c 




Re : JOHN L. LHTTS, ET LL 



"I reuaiber signing a petition after the strike 
shoving that I favored PM/.. 


picketed out at ;iine B for about a month, tvo or three days 


at a time, but I wasn't out there -when it started, and I wasn't there when 
the nen were ordered off by the injunction. 


vent out to the nine and brought up all the coal that was down close to the 
pardon. I don't know how long they were there as I didn't go out to the 


"I renanber voting in the first N.L. R.S. election which the Pro- 
rressives von by a big majority. 

"Between 1937 and 1939 1 was on relief and later ’7PA. I was on 
h?;. vjhen I got a letter to cone back to work at Pine B. 

’ r Tien I returned to -line B in 1939 I was still Progressive and paid 
dues to that union. I stayed P!*-. untill about the last one. I never saw • 
anyone beaten up at the mine and no one ever bothered me but shortly before 
I joined Uif7. the man I rode with was beaten up and >Cudge' Baungarner told 
me that I had better joii? up with BM'A. I joined because I had to or bo ou| 
of luck. yy tools weren't stolen and I only had a fcrw docks. J 






election. I was surprised when Ulf.'A won because I thought the men would 
still vote Pli/, anyway. 


"If I could have a free and voluntary choice of unions I would 
choose P!IA.. 


It 


Right after the injunction some of the nen mentioned above 


mine. 



"Just a day or tvo after I had signed Ulf?. I quit because the top of 


"I remember voting in the second IILHB election. 1’he won this 


"I am 


still out at liine B digging coal in Box 


99 - 





RG 


. JOHN L. 1/5 IS, ST AL. 



Mine B reopened in 1939 ^oy "“g*. 

.u ^n- 

a^ainT I n road the above and it i. true and 
correct . 



cial i^ont, F.B.I* 
Special Agent, F.B.I. 
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T/WTM T w nttff rt A T 

ltE.1 UUDH Li* JjCilliO, fill AJL, 


Springfield, 

fflWTome by Special 



INTERVIEW WITH 

’iTTTn^ 

Age nt 8 
at 

or; union activities • it is 'not 

witness because he was reluctant t^ta iK to vne Agenxe ana savissa **»i 
be was a friend of llr. .El shoff ' B *HliBHB h&8 n0 known criminal re- 
cord. He furnished the following signe^sx^Rmenti 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 15, 1943 

^g^^^^^g^^tatomont^o Special Agonts^^Ml 

or tho federal Bureau or investigation# 

jjo threats ”or pronisos have been made to causo mo to make this statement 
and I know that anything I may say can be presented in a Court of law# 


** t wn a born in 
working in nines about 
I joined U M'A in 
started at Uino B 
nights and out of touch 


have 

[when the ] 


g 

^startod^ 




union activities* So far as I knew the UlWk 
got along fine with Mino B officials beforo 1932. I don't know the rea- 
son for the baginning of PMA and didn't take any part in its permotion. 

I never even attended ary union meetings under PISA. When Mino B changed 
ltB union affiliations I joined PMA with the othor engineers, 

"I knew Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, and Charles Bo- 
hannon out at Mine at the time of the strike in 1937, but I nover heard 
about any of them favoring UMftA or stirring up trouble, and 1 never heard 
about them or any others being expelled from PMA* On my job 1 didn't have 
much contact with the miners and I have no knowledge oIL&ny contract or 

wage difficu lties at the time of the strike in 1937. 

fend I wouldn't have any knowledge of coal bein£ noisxea S7 
et the Tino of the strike. 



Tn^Tn^hIng - about — condition^ToTm^uring tho strike period. 

"I don't rocall signing any petition for PMA or Dlfftt. after the 
strike started. 

"I returned to Mino B in 1939 as a PMA member. Mo one ever 

- 101 - 



c 



RE: JOHN L. LETrTTS , ET AL 



approachod mo to threaten mo or boat mo up.^ I 
just joined up with IMIA. along with the majority. 
When I roturned to Mine B tho fans, hoisting equip' 
me ret, and boilers were in working condition. I 


have no knowledge of the condition of Mine B down bolow when we went 
back to work . 

"I never discussed the strike or union situation with Mr. Elshoff 
or Oscar Falcetti either during the strike or after I returned to work. 

"I hnvo read the above 2f pages of voluntary statements made by 
tog. The sane are true and correct* 


/■/ 



"Witnessed : 



Springfield, 111*" 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 


’ T1 < 

JL 


7 

\ 


V 



•was jointly 
S pringf ield 
" fand ] 

> eaten by the Clift prior to leaving Mine rt B T 

is anti-uiui . from interview, it waB the agents' impression he is of 
questionable reliability. He executed the following statement: 

"Springfield, Illinois 

n-—*.— ■ u— ^ n 1 nA 1 
oo^i/Bmugr av. 


ment to 
of the Fe 



make the following voluntary state- 
whom I know to be Special Agents 
stigation, U. S. Department of Justice. 



"The first mine union I joined was the United Mine Workers of 
America whicl^w^^^b^referre^to hereinafter as the UMFT. I joined this 
union ab out worked in some nine or ten mines before 
I started I worked in all of these mines as a 

member of TOST. 

”1 have never held anofficeitia union office. However, I was a 
check weighman at Mine B. froi^mm^^mtil January, 1940, 


"I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America, which will be 
referred to hereinafter as the PMA, following the action taken by the other 
miners at mine B in September, 1932. I took no active part in the formation 
of m. 


"As far as I know the relations between Carl Elshoff and the UMTT 
prior to 1932 were satisfactory. 

"I believe it was in 1935 when Carl Elshoff was reported to be 
interested in the operation of the Jefferson Mine at Springfield* Illinois. 
At this time I recall that Falcetti, under Elshoff's orders took eight or 
ten men from Mine B out to the Jefferson Mine and worked them out there. I 
also recall that the Jefferson r 'ine at that time was operating under an 
open shop and it later appeared that other men who were UMTT members were 
brought to ?!ine B to work when that mine opened under the open shop in 
Fovember, 1939. It appears possible that the eight or ten men put in the 
Jefferson Mine were agitators- I think that therefore from the start 
there was some working agreement between Elshoff and the UUU to have a TOST 
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Re: JOHN L. LESTIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 


majority in these two mines, Mine B and Jefferson. 
Between 1932 and 1937 Elshoff would never try to 
get along with the TWA. 


"As far as I knew the FHA miners got along well with, and liked, 
and trusted the FUA officials. 

"In 1936 the UMW tried to obtain UOT sympathisers in the union 
offices in the FUA. 

"I knew the following men were UmW organizers both before 1937 
and after the mine opened in 1939: Joe ATbanese, Andrew Schrelevious , 

Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) 
Ananias, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and 
James Hale, / 


"Sometime in December, 1S36, just before the regular PMA local 
election, handbills appeared in the Kine B wash house. The bills read, 
’vote for Tony Plotch for check weighman and you will be voting for the 
’ Ido not know who put out these bills, I did not put them out, 1- " 


"It was my understanding that the PUA District Board members had 
a clause in their contract with Elshoff by which the miners were to get 
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miners. It was expected that P?IA would get as good a wage scale as the 
U1T7 would obtain. 


"In April, 1937 at the mine offices there was some amongst the miner 
who expressed dissatisfaction about what wages they were getting and that 
they were not being paid what had been agreed upon in the contract. 


'The whole group of men whoac names are mention above in this 

n4-n n -f* 4- Vi «i r- n 1 i w w fi vi ^ flrtf 1 W 4"o1 1 ^ Vlff 
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miners they would never get their retroactive pay. 


"About 1934 or 1935 the top boss told me that Falcetti had instruc 
ted him to go to the men who work on top of the mine and got them to 
accept a lower wage scale. That is, a scale lowor than we were then 
receiving. The Top boss, whose name I do not renumber refused and he was 
fired. He was a company man. 
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I did hear that some UHft agitators had been thrown out of the PIIA at that 
meeting. 


\ 




Re: JOBS L. LE^IS, ET AL 


n l remember that on the next day which was Fay 12, 

1937 the coal cars were shorted. I think the cars 
were shorted in the Zest part of the mine because 
it was in that section that most of the Umtf agitators 
including the men listed in this statement were working, and the P&3C miners 
in that section did not want to v/ork with them. I assume the other minors 
knew about the expulsion of these TJMS7 agitators from the Pitt. I could notice 
unrest among the miners on Fay 12, 1937* 

"I helped picket Mine E after the strike started. I do recall 
signing the FMA petition of Fay 26, 1937. 

"I think the attempted opening of Iliac B in September, 1937 was 
just a test to sec how many men would go to work under the UM>V, Elshoff 
would not let PMft, members work there and and he and the UWF felt that the 
miners by this time after being out of work all summer would be willing 
to go back to work under the Ul£7* I think the same reasoning applies to the 
two other attempts to open the mine. I hoard that during this period the 
majority of the foreign clement working in the mine were contacted at their 
homes and told that the mine would re-open if they joined the UW# 




w Itt the late Fa 

shop 

told me tfta 
desk* From'the way 
payable to Elshoff# 
his contract with the FMA. 


Zen a check in rrrr amount or ?t>u,uut;.uu on hist 
described it I understood this chock was rondo 
o told roe once that Elshoff would not live up to 


n I returned to vjork at Fine B on November 6, 1939, the day it openod 
under the open-shop. 1 returned as a K-5A member. I never joined the U1E? 
after I joined the FI! A in 1932. 


"Charles Bohannon,! 
summer of 1940 at my home anc 



me 


.elp 


nom 


came to me in the 
the WA miners to 


sign over with the UM7. They said I would have my job as long as I wanted 
it. They made another trip to my house and on one occassio n (Judge Bumgarner 
came by himself. These men wanted me to help organise th;; ^balance of the men. 
They implied that I would get money for my trouble. They were trying to get 
me to sign up at the same time. They figured that if I, as check woighman, 
signed with the Ul£7 the rest of the men would. Many of the miners came to me 
for general advise about mining affairs. They had confidence in me. These 
agitators knew 2” could influence the men. They showed me a list of the minors 
who had signed up with UMvV by that time and referred to soma of the names 
of the miners they had persuaded to join the UXE7. I head that practically 
all of the Lithuanian and Italian miners had been contacted at their homes 
by Falcetti in an effort to got them to join the DME7. 
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Be: JOHF L, LSTIS, ET AL 


"Because of my job at the mins the F.L.R.B. likened 
ray job to that of a company dark or weighman and 
therefore I was not permitted to vote in either 
K.L.R.B. election. 

"In the last part of 1941 I was still a FMA member. At this time 
about 2:30 FU. one afternoon 1 was in Falcetti's office checking sheets and 
Falcctti ignored me. . This was unusual and I thought something was wrong. 
About a half hour later ^^w^^stan^yigin front of the blacksmith’s shop an 
a man, whom 1 knew to beflUHHjHHHT came directly from the mine office 
and mumbled something as h^passe^^^^ He stopped and when I turned my head 
he hit mo over the head with a weapon and 1 fell. He hit me several times. 

As he walked av/ay from me he said, 'I would not come back to the mine to work 
anymore. ’ 



"A few days before this 
tipple and a company man came up 

how 
Ec was a 

tions to beat me from Falcetti. 
Mine B. 


happened 1 was working up in tho coal 
to where I was working and someone called 
I know the name of the man that hit me as 
strong UTJJ7 man. I figured ho got instruc- 
This was the last day I ever worked at 


"Aitncssed: 




signed) 

Special Agent, 


F.B.I. 



signed) 

Special Agent F.B.I. 
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RE r JOBS L. LEWIS, ETAL 



fl E WITH "About a month before the strike in 1937, and before he was 

thrown out of PMA, FRANK AUSTIN came to my room in the mine t 
lontinueaj I was a digger. Be told ms if all of us would sign up with 
the U147 ELSHQFF would sign a contract. He said he did not 

1 _ . -1 _ i_ -r T> rnf/, J nA A a aA AV. t?t CtlAWC' 

JCHOW wnc-t i wias worAiiig ior uyyo-uoc raw u.xu uvu iuavd » uvuw«uv i*u cKuaw * • 

He wanted me to sign a UJS7 oard. I would not. I saw some of these agitators 
talking loudly with PMA members and heard they tried to get these Fife men to 
sign up with the UJfe. There was a lot of talk before the strike at the mine 
to sign up the miners with TIME. 


"I heard each one of these agitators were getting ten ftollare«* 
for each Fife man they signed up with the TJME. They all looked like they were 
making more money than they had bofore when they worked as regular mine workers. 
tony PLOTCH, FRANK AUSTIN, and ANDREW SCHRELEVIOUS bought new automobiles about 
this time. I saw the new oars. 


"I am not familiar with the wage soalo trouble, except I know 
I was supposed to get some back pay which X never received. 

"I do not remember if I went to the PMA meeting of May 11, 1937. 
I knev; some TIME agitators had been thrown out of the PMA at this meeting. I 
heard about this the next morning from miners at the mine. I worked in Box^p 
on the south side. I did not know coal oars wero being loaded 6hort. When I 
came out of the mine that day I heard that oars from the west side had been 
loaded short. I did not hear why they were loaded short. 

"At 3 jOO p.m. on May 12, 1937 the oompany men came down to my 
room and told me to oomo out of the mine. I usually quit work at 3il5 p.m. 


"I went back the next morning but the strike had started and 
no one went to work. 


"I helped piokot Mine B for more than three weeks. 


"I never worked at Mine B again, 

"After the mine opened in November 1939 I wont to the mine and 
io.w FALCETTI and told him I was siok. He told me to bring a doctor's certificate. 
I took him a doctor's oertifio&te and he kept it. About eleven months later 

T -..n » oVl» 4-ft o*n4n rnt. Pi r\ pi4-.Vl« T rtor+.4 f ^ ntl+.fi "kft fihoW T Q dill d VQf]f« 

A nuo isvaq wv nw* a. w v "** v * * v * --- - -- — -- — — 

I took this to FALCETT I and the PMA. Pit oommitteo went with me. I was still 
a PMA member. I showed the certificate to him and he refused to let me work. 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



;ontmue 


’H ”He said I was too late. I am sure he would not let me work 
beoause I was still a member of PUA. There could be no ottu 
reason* 

"I never had trouble with anyone. Also at that time, while 
FALCETTI was turning me down there were fifteen or twenty other miners standing 
around me in FALCETT I ’ S office. Some from the State of Penna. They all 
signed up for work while I was standing there. I heard some of them talking 
about having worked in mines in Penna, 


“There was a miner name 
showed FALCETT I a sick certificate the same 



ho is older than I am who 
,y l did. I know this man re- 
turned to work at Mine B a short time after I had been turned down by 
FALCETTI, who said I was too late. 

tin i>4 ttt mw b«f or « ha want back 

This 


to work. Before the strike, I had refused to sign up with the TOUT, 
showed me that FALCETTI, who takes orders from ELSHOFF, favored the Ulif. 



"I h ave had thi^ si sting of three and one half 
pagos read to wi it is true and oorreot. 



- 109 


Vr 


HE: JOHN L. LEiilS, ET AL 




Iwas 

field. Illinois, on Sentembe 




Special 
at Spring- 
appeared 


cooperative and alert. 

The following signed statement was obtained from' 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 9, 1943# 



make the following voluntary statement 
to whom I know to be Special Agents 

of tf^?e5er?^^Seau o^^5vS^ga?^K, U*S* Department of Justice# 


111X3 
born 

"The first mine union I ever joined was the United Uine Workers 
of America, referred to hereinafter as the UMW, at Mine B. This 

was the first time 1 ever worked in a mine. I worrec^here continuously 
from that date until May 12, 1937 when it closed on strike* I returned to 
mine B in November, 1939, worked there two days and then quit and never 
went back to mine B* 


,f I am presently residing at 
I am empl oyed at the Panther 




Springfield, j ; 

pringfield* I was i ; 


"The only office I ever held with either union was as & member 
of the Trial Committee of the Progressive Mine Ttorkers of America, referred 
to hereinafter as the F&A, about 1936, I attended very few DUS and H1A 
meetings. I took no active part in the formation of the RIA in 1932, but 
merely went alone with the rest of the miners when thev loined the PMA. 

^ " " ‘ — W “ “ -- XJ 

As far as I Imew, the officials of R£A were good leaders and treated the 
rank and file miners fairly. The FliA was run right as far as I knew. I 
believe the other miners felt the same way. 

M The relations between Elshoff and the BMS at Uine B prior to 
September, 1932 seemed to be satisfactory but from April, 1937 until the 
mine closed on May 12, 1937, Elshoff was not getting along well with the 
FUA due to the negotiations on the contract. Neither ^lshoff or Falcetti 
mft jjp any remarks to my ^lowledge indicating they favored the tjMjff »i this 
tiine, but he was definitely dissatisfied with the negotiations on & new 
contract v/ith FKA and I was told on May 12, 1937 that he refused to sign 
a new contract. 


"To my knowledge, the UUW never had a picket line and never 
distributed literature at Mine B prior to May* 1937, 
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REi JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL 



W I knew the following men who were members of the 
P.U.A. , but who were sympathetic for the Ulfi» and 
who were agitators for the UMW at Mine B In the 
spring of 1937; Joe Albanese, Andrevf Schrelevious, 


Pocmioip fit* 1*+^ r _ FrpnV Austin. Tor»v PI otch. John Ananias * 

V A tw | * V WV -w.* vw* | - » “ 1 ^ ■*- — ^ 9 " ' ' ’ ^ ^ w ’ ^ ^ 

John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hale, 


"I feel that Oscar Falcetti knew the agitating was going on I 
and I heard that he was informed of it, but he did not take any action. 
Prior to Lay 11, 1937, the KIA trial Board tried several of the above 
mentioned men, charging them with disloyalty to the union and several 
were expelled a short tine before Hay 11, 1937. I do not know how Faloettl 
was informed that these men were agitating for BMW. I do not recall 


It* _ ■ 


- * S' T 1 


aLLeruiing xne rtui, ui m uj u f 

tional men being expelled. 




,r I knew that coal cars were being shorted on May 12, 1937, 
but I do not know why. I was a digger at Mine B. I never received any 
instructions to load cars short in my room, which was Box A, in the West 
side of the mine. Sometime in the late afternoon on May 12, 1937, I was 
notified it was quitting time by the driver. I knew it was early, but 
thought sometime had broken down. 'When I got to the top, I was told there 
was a strike as ^lshoff would not sign a contract. 


"I did not know the details of the wage scale trouble in 1937 
with the exception that the FMA officials advised vm that Elshoff had 
signed a retroactive contract that would pay back pay as of April 1, 1937. 

J never heard the BK7T would be able to get a better wage scale arrangement 
than the FliA. 

n I helped picket at Line B off and on for several weeks in 
1937. I only went back to Mine B one time during the shut down to go to 
work, which I believe was in September, 1937, I heard the mine was going 
to open by the end of the month. Tihen I got to the mine the B1IW organisers 
were in the company office. I heard that only BIOT men were going to work. 
The mine did not open. 

“«iihen the mine opened in November 1939, I went back for two 
days, got my tools and quit, I quit because 1 thought there was going to 
be trouble at thg mine* No one at any time asked me to Join the BMW, but 
I knew UK« men were trying to sign up miners. 

"I never heard there was a fire at the mine from 1937 to 1939. 

I signed the BiA petition of Lay 26, 1937 to show I was a member of that 
union. I do not recall any other petitions. I voted in the first HLHB 
election on December 15, 1937 and as far as I know it was fair. I did not 
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vote in the second election 



L c onUnuo 


my knowledge. 


M I have carefully read and fully understand the three 
pages of thiB statement and it is true to the best of 


(») 



7*itnessed: 



Special Agent, FBI* 

JLfrftnt * TOT • 
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RE 3 J OiOJ L * LET fIS , FT j\Xj * 



jqured 



LNTE3RVI _ 

by Special j 

at his residenoe, 

field, Illinois on September 9, 1943* be wixTTHgTJ^TSSw^rea tne 
questions put to him, and appeared to be alert and intelligent* He 
furnished the following signed statement* 

h: -U rn 

*L, J.4.XXUJXO 

September 9, 1943 

ce the following voluntary statement 

wheel I know to be Speoial j agents 

of , U* S* Department of Justice# 

r I arrived in the 

Un ited Sta £eg""5xT^^^B and was naturalised at S pringf ield^Illinpis_ 

I am presently unemployed and live at 
Springfield, Illinois* 

"The first mine union I joined ■was the United Mine Workers 

~ ~ 4-V, ^ ruirr t 

'U i vj i_tj i x tPU wu oa o uiiu urn < • <t- 

II lino is and worked in the 





started working in Mine B under the fltfT and worked 
there until that Dine closed dawn on Hay 12, 1937* Hjy job in Ilin© 

B was coali digging. 


I never held un office in a nine union* 


*1 worked at liine B as a nenber of the UH7 frcn 
til 1932* lit that tine the Rla was organised at iiine B du e^b the 
fact that the miners had voted against a lower wage scale and JOBS 
L* LHT7IS claimed the ballots were stolen and tried to push the new 
wage scale through regardless of the wishes of the rank and file* 


!1 I did not help to orgunizo the Progressive Mine Workers of 
xuiericu which is being referred to as the Pit*, but I willingly joined 
that union because I was being cheated ty the TOOT* 


"It seemed to ne that ELSHOFF nevor did go out of his way 
to get along with PHn officials* 1 renenber that when little 
grievances were taken to him he would not cooperate with the Riu 
ooonittees • 

"I was always satisfied with the Pit* and its leaders toad X 
believe the other miners felt the sane way* Jkt least I never heard 
any complaints frcn the minors* 
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HSi JOHN L. LET ns, ET id. 


n I attended most of the UPf and Hk meetings 
while I worked under these unions. 

\c~c^tinuecT7 

n I do not recull the details or circumstances 
cf the wage scale controversy, but generally speaking I was interested 
in the PIlu because 1 liked the union. I felt the miners vere being 
treated fairly under the Kia* 

rt j think ELSHOFF’S attitude toward the JMa was clearly indi- 
cated when he wus finally shown by the first N.L.R.B. election that 
the RLv had the vast majority and he still would not open the mine 
u-nd let the Ri*. miners work. 

"/tfter the mine had been closed down on trike for sanotime, 
it became common talk amongst tho miners that ELS’H^FF^ must be getting 
paid by someone to keep his mine closed. 

"I never saw a UjflY picket lino ext the mine. I never saw any 
IMV literature distributed at the nine while I worked at Mine B. 



"It was the goneral opinion at tho nine the following non 
who were working as members of the Hk* at Mine B were bought over by 
II \'l to agitate for that union at that mine* JOE <aL3fJfESE, 

SCHkELSVIOUS, DOMINIC &*SQUilLB, PETE aJlTEi, FKidlK AUSTIN, TOKY PLOTCH, 
JOHN (COTTON) idkX IIuB t JOHN SIhTOUT, GEORGE JuCiJiuY, mdkiY JuGJ&t 1 Y, 
CE*RL2S 3JE0WJH, and AuffiS EJLS. 


'I observed that CHuRLSS BJH4NH0U and iJIDRBJ SCHKELEVJOUS 


lut Of o<Juut?y 
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spent Us 

about two yeurs before the strike. They soenod to havo a lot of 
nancy oil of a suddon. It looked like theso non whoso nines are 
mentioned above were nore prosperous during the ooriod betwoon 1935 
^nd 1937. Ho one has ever talked to no about joining tho UICV* How- 
ever, many of the minors wero encroached for this purpose, but I 
guess they thought I was too strong from tho Flla# 


"I attended the Plti Special meeting an May 11, 1937 when sccio 
miners, about five I think, were thrown out of the FMa union* I voted 
to have than thrown out booauso there was evidence that they were 
double-crossing the Rla* I can not ronohbor tho testimony against 
then, but I renenber that it was strongly against then* I do renumber 
that jiDDRST ; SCHRELZVIOUS, TJNY PLOTCH, PET3R CARTER, and DOMINIC 
PaSQH>.LE wore included in this group who wore thrown out of Flla* 
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RE* JOHN L- LET VIS, ET id.. 

”1 helped pioket Mine B for two or three maiths* 
I went out to the mine eaoh of the three times it 
tried to open, but did not go to work beoause the 
IBf ; men were allowed to go down in the mine* None of us Rk members 
would work there at this time for that reus cm* 

"I signed the RJa petition of l!uy 26, 1937 to show I mi a 
member of the ilia* 

”l think the first N.L«R.3. election in December, 1937 was 
fair and I never heard any aomplaints fra® anyone who said it was not 
fair. 

"I have read this statement consisting of throe and one hal£ 
pugc-s and it is true and correct to the bost of my kncwledgo* 
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Re* JOHK L. 1EVTLS, ET AL, 



He was repeately contacted by an UlCf organizer, until he finally joined 
UlTY to hold his job. He executed the following written statement. 


Special _ stigation, U. S. Depart- 

ment of Justice. 


Illinois. 

"The first mine union I joined was theUn^edKineHorkers of 
America at Mine A, Springfield, Illinois inV|H^HmK 1 only 
worked at Mine A for three or fou r months arJ^tner^taWed working 
iitMine B worked at nine B continuously from 

until the 12 , 1937 ■ I went back to Iline B 

it re-opened in November, 1939 and worked in this mine until 
Hay, 1943. I quit at this time as the work was too hard for me. 

"I joi ned th e United Kine Workers, referred to hereinafter as 
the Utf in^B^fcnd remained a member of that union until 1932 when 
the Progressi^^Tinc Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as 
the PH*, was organized at ?!ine B. I joined this union when Carl 
Eishoff signed a contract with this union at Mine B. I did not take 
any active part in the formation of this union. I never held an 
office in ary union. It was my belief that the FltA fought more 
for the rights of the miners than the Hiff did, I thought the RJA 
was a good union and had good leaders. 

"Prior to 1932, Klshoff had trouble with the UIf.7 in settling 
grievances, but from 1932 to 1937 he had more trouble with the HIA, 

' I feel that Falcetti and Eishoff favored the Uir.. r because that union 
did not cause him So much trouble* “That union did not fight so hard 
for the miners rights. I never heard either Eishoff or Falcetti 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 10, 1943 


ment ti 



le following signed state- 
s' whom I know to be 
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Be: JOHN L. XSYIS, FT AL. 



make any statements on this matter* 


"Before the mine -closed down in May, 1937, Pete Carter and 
several other men working at Mine B were agitating for the TJMEf and aaid 
the PMk did not have a contract with Elshoff. No one ever asked me to 
join the at this time. I had no knowledge of the wage scale trouble 

in 1937 ar.d I went to only a few meetings. I was not at the R!A meeting 
on ray 11, 1937, and never heard about any miners that had been expelled 
from the pf£A. 

"On ray 32, 1937 some coal cars were loaded short, but I did 
not know why. The mine closed on this day and I believe it closed be~ 
cause Elshoff wanted t-> sign up with the TJMV. 7 did not hear Flshoff 
make any statement to this effect. I knew that Elshoff was friendly 
with the HIT and I also believe that the miners at Mine B were FTiA 
men. 


"I signed the PTA petition on May 26, 1937 to show J was a PMA 
member. 1 signed no other petitions. 

''The first NLRB election on December 15, 1937 was fair. There 
was no doubt about that in my mind. 1 do not believe the second NLRB 
election on February 21, 1941 was fair as the men had already signed up 
with the dr in order to get steady work. I helped picket for a few 
weeks in 19 o7, but did not go back to work until the mine opened in 
November, 1939. In November 1939, I went back to work as a PHA. member 
but I joined the UM7 in January, 1941, 


"In January 1941 pete Carter came to me in the mine and asked me 
to join the Ulftt. I bold him no. Carter said, ’you will lose your job 

if you do not sign'. Carter was mad when he talked to me and he talked 

to me almost every day until I signed with the Some other UM; organisers 

from the Wf7 office building in Springfield came to me at the mine to get 

me to join that union. I do not know the names. / 


n I did n ot want 
I knew that 

not join. O^on^ ocas sio 
house and tried to get 
later I signed a card 
a UTf j organiser. 



me to join 
at the mine 


but I did join to keep my job. 
fgot beatings because they would 
and pete Carter came to vy 

1 di< Lnot join at thi s time, hut 
gave tofl|m^H^Bwho was 


( 


”1 have had this statement read to me by 
because I cannot read much English. All of these 
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SJ 



Re, JOHH L. LETTS , *T AL. 


LH1ZE11S 

( continuec 




to me and I under 
on each page. It 


stand all that is written 
is all true. 


/s/ 



"Witnessed , 
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Re* JOHN Lv LECTIS, ET AL. 



"Springfield, HI 
September 10, 19?3 



have 

[^Federal Bureau of 


take the following 


Investigation, Wo threats or promises of any kind have been made 
to get ne to wake a statement and I know I do not have to nake a 
statement and also that what 1 nay say can be used in a court of 
law. 


joined U.H.’ . at that tine. I first began to vrork at Iline 'B' aoo 


"I joined P.if.A. when it was first formed and as far as I know 

4- li ."i-v* r\ e> c>^r’ o 4* V* -Tf\ V*m T T m jr*> e mT r* Vi OnruoH V. A 

UiUi nug £?<%/* lo Li. uu_ lu ±j n g » w* j wvv*j vAiWi^vu w 

P.K.A. so I ctanged too. As far as I know there was no difference 
between P.:'.A. and as far as Klshoff was concerned. 

'•I know Iline ’B' closed down in about 1937 because John L. Lewis 
was trying to get control of the union again. 

"I did picket duty while the miners were on a sitdown Strike. I 
sta yed on the picket line until we were ordered off by an injunction 



"I remember signing a petition for P.M.A. shortly after the 
strike occurred* 

"I voted in the Government election in which the P.H.A. won by 
a large majority. I worked on T. P.A. y hile all the trouble was going 
on at the nine except the tine I picketed. 



.nd 
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Kai JOHN L» OTS, y ?T IL. 


"I ■"rent back to the niiK’ when it opened on an open 
shop basis and after -.rorking there for a while I saw 
that the majority was all joining U.li.*7. so I joined 
too. I was a member of P.!!.A. before that and paid 

dues to P.U.A. 




"I don't understand English very well and I talk nostly to tay 
riends and when they changed from ?.!!•/*• to U.M.^« I changed too 


«I have no choice of unions and think they ere just to get aoney 
out of the minors. 


«I have had this 2 parte statement read to me in presence of 
Lnd it is true and correct. 


/s/ 



,f, 7itnessedj 




Spe cial /.^ent, F.B.I. 

Special '.gent, F.B.I. " 


ftwV -r 
pt '.’i 


EE* «JOHH L. IFTS, ET AL 




W 




« 


9&v3& 

Jf.*r 

• : : . ,t 


IHTERVIK : <iITH 



Special 

iguu^s bi s resi- 
dence, Illinois 

on September 12, 1943. He appca^S^^Sffl^^^^^^^ron his theories con- 
cerning c editions existing at Mine & during the pertinent period. It Is not 
believed that his judgment is sound duo t > his inability to concentrate on a 
point for any length of time. H; would not make a good witness generally. 


He furnished the following signed statement* 



“Springfield, Illinois 
September 12, 1943 

make the followin' voluntary statement to 
wh wa I know 1 > be Special Agents of the 
,S. Department of Justice. 

born entered the United Stat 

in and I about I 

an presently living at^HfHH^Hpj||HHH|H||pp ,r iao:ficld, Illinais and 
v urkinjz at the Panther a member of the 

Progressive Mine Workers of America which will be referred to hereinafter as 
the Hi.. 

“The first mine union I ever Joined was the United Mine workers ■‘'f 
America which will be ref und t.o Wrn nn ft.nr ns the mi;. I Joined this union 

in M t LI.. I 

pkc^oai 



T7 )rkcc 


within 



under the UMd. I worked at two other nines located _ln_Illinois 


started working, at Mine B, Springfield, Illinois in m under the UMT. 


“The only un ion office I have e ver held was as a member of the Pit 
Committee in a cine in^^HHHH^HB 

"I think hlshoff was trying to fool the miners at Mine B pri^r to 
1932 by attempting to sell the miners bonds which would be backed by stock which 
was admittedly low grade stock. The money was supposed to be taken out of the >. 
wa/’es of the miners. The ownership of the bonds was to be transferred to the j 
miners. Most of the miners w.nild not stand for it. I remember that Toqy 
Plotch a Teed to take a bond, but the UIS/ local at Mine B discoura od it and 
the project fell throu h« h^sh iff adioittod to me that the stock backing th© 
bands was low ,Tndo stuck and that this was in effect a cut in wages. 

"I voluntarily Joined the Fllk in September, 1932. The FtIA was formed 
due to the hi.h handed tactics of J >hn L. Lo is in attempting to disretiard 
the express! ’ns of the miners as far as the wage scale matter was concerned. 
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"Conditions between Elshoff and FU<. appeared ti be n arnal 


4 * -** \n T 0*10 illn+O u ri 11 I + 

A- 1 ‘w'M J. 7,/fcr U4iV^-Oi 5iLf mw 

Hay 12, 1937. 




"I mas always satisfied with the leadership of the PI 'A and 1 felt 
I was boinj treated fairly by the FJ5A loaders. 


"I have nd attended many UTT 1 or FTA neetinos. 
"I think the PKA leaders were trustworthy. 


"It is vy opini m that although there was a certain an- rant of dis- 
satisfacti >n over the waje scale question involving the existin'; contract bo 
tween Elsh'ff and the HI before the strike, yet the rlncrs were whole heartc 
behind the Pit.. They still renumbered the methods used by the UI5T leaders t 
eain their vn ends and n.’t actually representing the niners. 


Flotch, J 
Kcilo "wore 


"I know that D oninic Pasqualc, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony 
ohn Sir t out, Goor;e and Er.ory Jacavray, Charles Bohannon and Janes 


ui xitt; utiA ifuu.* 


"However, about a month before the strike Georyc Sirtout talked to- 
ne ab ;ut the contractual relati-.-ns between Elshoff and the PMu and that wc 
ni ht naver ,;et the back pay. It appeared that Sirtout was sowin 1 the seeds 
of discontent. 


"It appeared that Elshoff, by not tryinj to get t i -ether with the l 
on the retroactive wa t ;e question, was trying to force a strike* He know we 
would never be satisfied t ; work there under u lower Via ,0 scale than stipu- 
lated in the UKT contract. 


"If the retractive ma.TJ clause was not set firth in the FHA contrac 
with Elshoff. then Elsh ;ff d^livcratcly rd sr epre sente d the ne:inino of the 
contr ct to PTIA or put somethin, over on the F*!u keeping in Hind the effects 
of this one the ien and ivin the U1L- ^rounds to start or.aniziny for that 
uni in. 

"It was ny understanding that tic would jet retroactive pay. There 
v;as no feelin., that P?!*d would be unable to ,et as good a waje scale as the 

ms/. 


"There was sone talk at the nine on pay days in the Sprin of 1937 
ab ut the- v/a.-os. There was n> disturbance as far as I know. 




t 


RE* JOHTI L. IE.. IS, ET IX 










"I think I attended the Ffft. aeetinj on Key 11, 1937 X 
remember that sodo iJHd organizers were thrown out of 
PZIi at that tine. 


"On Kay 12, 1937 there was .-jonorally an under standing at the nine 
that coal cars nere to be sh>rted because of the wa^ scale, and ^-nerally 
because the conpany was trying to cake trouble. This is va 'ue in ay nind and 
I do n ’t remember exactly why sh rt cars were loaded. 

"I helped picket the line until the Federal injunction. 

"I Jo n jt re: ico ib r si nin any petition, but X uay have signed any 

FI-j. petit! >ns. 

"I do n>t remember, but I tiiink I Trent t^ the :inc each time it trie 
to re-open to prevent the UI1‘ fr ju oin dwm in the nine. I think the IIJ*7 
jnly had a fev men at the nine >n these occasims. 

"I was n't in sympathy with the Federal injunction of December, 193’ 

"I v ited in the first K.L.R.B. election. I renenber that unsi. ned 
hanibills Tyere passed out on the corner hear the arsenal bef ire the election, 
which handbills :;avc the impression that we would be better iff if we voted f 

T_TV r , . 

n No one t* Iked to •».- ab jut h ’W I should vote. It was a fair electi 

"The sec >nd N.L.R.B. elect! m was fair except that <aa Tty miners who 
v tod for were afraid the trouble at the rd.ne w uld continue. 

"The last day I ever v; rked at Mine B was on May 12, 1937. * 


"Tyitnessod* 




Special tt. „ent F.B.I. 
Special j. ,unt, F.B.I." 
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his friends, and never asked him to Join the D1T>, but that he 
did so voluntarily. He executed the following written statement. 


there until the mine closed on May 12, 1937, V/hen the mine re-opened 
in November, 1939 I went back to work there as a RIA man, I am refer- 
ring to the Progressive I tine .«orkcrs of America, I worked there until 
the Fall of 1940 and quit because I was sick. In the first part of 
1940 I Joined the UlfT because most of the miners were Joining the Olff, 

No one asked me to Join the U1I\. 

”1 was not working in the coal mines from 1932 to 193 5 • ""ihen 
I started in Mine B, I Joined the BIA. I went to only a few FHA 
meetings and do not know how Elshoff got along with the FKA union, 

As far as I know, both the RIA and the 01CT treated me fair, I Just 

wanted to work and had no trouble with anyone. No one asked me to Join 

the UlCI. I do not know anything about the wage scale contract, or 
the wage scale trouble between Blshoff and Local 54, R!A» 

nj knew the following men who worked at Mine B, They wore work- 
ing at Mine B, while I was there. They never came to me house* They 

did not ask me at any time to Join the Ul£7j Frank ioistTn, Tory Flotch, 

Dominic Pasquale, James Hale, Charles Bohannon, John Ananias, George 
Jacaway, John Sirtout, Joe i.lbanese , Andrew Schrelevious, I never heard 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 10, 1943 



ie foll owing voluntary statement 
HHV whom 1 know to be Special 
^rostigation, U. S. Department 


of Justice 






I 



C 0 

Re: JOHN L, LET..TS, ET IJL, 



that any miners had been expelled from the PI Ik. I 
did not go to the Plif* meeting on Hay 11, 1937 and did 
not hear any men had been expelled from the PMA. 


"It; is my belief that Kine B closed because of the trouble over 
hack pay. j think the miners loaded short coal cars on May 12, 1937 because 
they did not jet their back pay, X do not remember signing any petition 
in 1937. I voted in the NLRB election on December 15, 1937 when the FH& won. 
I thought the election was fair. I do not remember voting in the second elec**' 
tion. 

"I have carefully read this statement consisting of two pages and 
it is true and correct. I understand all of it, and no threats or promises 
were made to get mo to make this statement. 
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hL' 










Street, Spring 
terviewed at 

1943, by Special Agentsl 

felt the PKk did notTWfWHBrTaTrT^ when 
‘son vine. He was cooperative in answering 



all questions asked. "He executed the following statement* 


[ Illinois 

September - !.!, 1S4S 



"I, __ 

statement to 

be Special jigfehts Oi me 
Department of Justice, 

”1 presently reside at 
Illinois , I am presently employe 
Til i noi s . badge numb 
"I was born on* 
the United Stat e 

citizen about through mv father 


akc the fol lowing voluntary 
whom I know to 
tigation, U. S. 



jngfield. 



"The first Mine union I Joined was tho United 
.jnerica, referred to hereinafter as the UMV, about 



orkers of 
t Springfield, 

Illinois >Jhen I started working at the Peabody Mine fit r near 
Sprin gfield, Tworkod under the UM? § in coal mines fro m to 

From^jj^^ worked for F^jt^L931 

t^aoout 193^^Thad no regular employment and on at 

the Jefferson Mine in Springfield. 

"About the first part of 1936, I started working at Mino B as 
a company man on top and workod there until it closed on May 12, 1937, 

I was at the nine for about two days when the Progressive Mine "Workers 
of America, referred to hereinafter as the PMA, wore picketing a short 


tine after the mine Ciused# 


V — ^ 4-4 - 4 - ~ J 

X DCVCi U \t ucrxxipt-cu 


4 rs i n“\ v*l^ ^ ^ 
*vu u wv WW* A ** w 


Mine B during the striking period, when the mine tried to re-open, 

I did return to work at Mine B in the early part of 1941, ob a member 
of the UT.-, for that union had the bargaining rights at the mine at _ that 
time. I vorked for about four days and quit becaus< 

I never returned to the mine to work,* 

"I joined the USA at the Jefferson Mine, Springfield, Illinois, 
sometime between 1932 and 1935, I do not remember the exact date I 
joined the ntA because part of the time at tho Jefferson Mine there was 
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Rc j JOHN L * Lg / IS t KT iJL » 


INTgPVI Kl 'VITK no union, and later the Rf. got the contract 

and still later, the UlfT got the contract. I 
joined the RL‘. at the Jefferson Mine when the 

ml V> r A -f Kft /»r,nfrn #*+■ T 1 +V10 nTRI»+. 

4U*U WilW WVM V* »v w I X VPV UV W « VWk-** W«* W - 

date of joining the fti. as that mine for a time did not have a union* I 
recall that I v/us a member of the RL. when I transfered from the Jefferson 
Mine to Mine B about 1936. I was instructed to repo^^^ror^a^iine B 
by the Top boss at the Jefferson mine whose name I 

continued to work at Mine 3. as a pMu member until it ciose^^fnff9 12, 1937. 



"From 1936 until Mine B closed in May, 1937 I was not familiar 
with the feelings of Falcetti or Slshoff regarding either union. The 
closing of the mine was a complete surprise to sai TJhen I worked at the 
Jefferson mine under the Rt.» that mine was in Receivership and the opera- 
tor did not pay us 100^ of our pay. However, tlTe P ?.£» continued to 
take the full amount of dues and assessments out of my wages, I there- 
fore did not like this and felt we were not being treated fairly. I 
continued to work just to make a living and not because I liked the PMf*» 

I got my full pay at Mine B and there was no unfair treatment. I can 
only say against the PMa, that at the Jefferson mine, prior to 1936, 
that union did not treat their members fairly bocause of tho above reason. 


"I wont to ve 
held in a union was 
~t the 




'W-l meetings. The only office I ever 
of the UM7 for about throe months 
knew the following men who worked 


in 


— ..... _ .... _ _ i A r\«p*i "t »*i 1 Q77 . Tmc ^ air/ 

UJ1U lUi.HU V uunu au W > j i;wu UW £ VT. » 


levious, Dominic ^asquale, Pete Carter, Frank ..ustin, Tony Plotch, John 
Ananias, John Sirtout, Charles Bohannon, James Hale. 


"I did not know if these men or any oth^r men were organisers or 
agitators for the Ulf., at Mine B. No on>. contacted mo on the matter 
of joining up with the UMft. 


"I had no personal contact with Falcetti or Slshoff. I did 

. u_ ^ -L 1. A. 1 * 1 1.. k .»f XL ... .**!_* 1 

Xiut Jcnuw wic mtJii vut?y 11 tuui yi ■fix.Loxi lux-il/w lunwiou 

any, I just worked, paid my dues and nothing more* 


‘'I did not attend the Hlk meeting of May 11, 1937, but I heard 
the next dav that some of the IV A members Vfere expelled. I heard 

-v - “ 

this by word of mouth at the mine. 


"I knew some coal cars were loaded short, but J never knew why. 
I worked on top at the time, and did not have any knowledge of whet was 
going on below. I signed the FMh petition of Hay 26, 1937 to show i 
was a PH,, member.. I do not recall signing any other petitions. 
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"I believe the NLR3 election in December, 1937 
was fair. The PUA won by a large majority and I 
feel this election showed the miners true feelings 
at that tine. I an not sure if I voted in the second 
NLR election in February, 1941. 



"I an not a meraber of either union novr. I merely joined the 
union that had the contract at the nines I worked at. One union is as good 
as another union as far as I an concerned. 


"I have read and fully understand the four pages of this state- 
ment and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge. 



''Witnessed; 


/s/ 1 

1 




B 

^B.I. 


Special Agent, F.B* I. 


ti 
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He: JOHN L. IMS, ET AL 



answered the questions put to him. He is mentally slov? and his English 
is difficult to follow. He furnished the following signed statement. 


Ag Ligation, TJ.S. Department 

of Justice. 


August 27, 1942, when I quit work. 

"I Joined the HA, the Progressive Mine * : orkers of America, 
in 1932 when the miners at Mine B signed up with the PliA. I joined 
because everyone else joined. I liked the RiA. 

*The relations between Elshoff and the WL' before 1932 
were good. From 1932 to 1937 Slshoff did not like the RIA union. 

1 do not believe he wanted to sign a contract with them. The Flik 

officials seemed to deal fairly with the members of the P!!A. I 
went to most of the union meetings when I was working under the 
UMj and the Pl!A* All I know about the trouble in 1937 at Mine B 
was that Elshoff did not want the RIA men to work in that mine 

and he closed it down. Also, the Flln men did not want to work 

at the mine when the UM« members worked in the mine. 

tt I had no understanding of the wags scale trouble in 1937. 
Before the mine closed in May, 1937, DM V, men came to ssy house 
three times to get mea. to join the UB., I do not remember their 


’’Springfield, Illinois 
September 9, 1943 


"I, 

tc 



make the follo wing voluntary statement 
MH, whom I know to be Special 




"The first nine union I joined was the Unitc^l!ine7orkers 
of America, referred to hereinafter as the UMU, at Illinois 

in October I never held an office in any 


started working at Bine B and worked there until 
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Re: JOHN L. LR.'IS, ET AL. 



INTSP-VI s; WITH 


names, I told them that I would wait and see 
how the other miners Joined, and when everybody 
Joined, I would Join* 


"On the picket line, after the mine went on strike, I helped watch 

the mine for mere than two weeks after it closed in 1937, to keep the 

Ulf.; men from working, ‘‘•' hen the mine tried to re-open three different 
times, before November 1939 , I did not try to go back to work but 
when the mine opened as an open shop in November, 1939, I went back to 
work as a fliA miner. 

"When I went back to the Pine in November, 1939, many organisers 
walked around in the different rooms in the nine and asked the men to 
Join the Hi!-. I remember only the names of Frank Austin and Peter Carter 
who talked to me. These men promised better working conditions and every- 
thing good under the UH57, but they did not threaten me. Pore and more 
UK7 men started working in this mine, so to keep ny job I signed up with 
the U!Ii in January, 1940. I joined this union just to keep ny job. 

I did not want to join the TMT. I was satisfied working under the Pitt., 

M 1 never saw anybody get a 'licking 1 because I was not around, 

but I heard some BIA men got 'lickings 1 because they would not join 
the U1T7. 

"I am not sure if I signed any petitions in 1937. I do not re- 
member much about the NLRB elections, but I heard they were 'crooked 1 
because the PI4A won the first election and the UlltT won the second 
election. 

"I have carefully read this statement and I know what it means 
and I understand everything written on these pages. It is all true 
as best as I can remember. ' * 


it yri + no oicrtri » 


N 
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Springfield, Xllinoie 

was jointly interviewe d at his residen ce on September 12, 
1943 by Special Agents 
Jwas a member of the FMA Trial 

strike in 1937, but appears to have a very poor recollection of the business 
handled by the Board during the strike period and prior to that time. He 'was 
cooperative, seemed sincere, is still a member of the FMA, and presents a good 
appearance. He executed the following signed statement: 


^Springfield , Illinois 
September 12, 1943 



Bureau of Investigation, 


make the following voluntary statement 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal " 
S« Department of Justice. 


W I reside 
employed at the 
Progressive ^ 
was born on 
the United If 


a 

r anther erecK nine 

s of America, referred 


Springfield, 

r . — . e r-i -o ^ 

XU in 1U1U y 



as a digger. 


[until 

Linois. In appf oximatelyMM|^^ 
worked there until May 12, l^'^wnen 


111. I am presently 

m A A A ^ + U A 

o J Cl UJPiUUOl Wl 

to hereinafter as the FMA. I 
The first union I Joined was 
o~ here inafter as the UMA, in 
I worked in coal mines 
started working at Mine B 
that mine closed down 


on strike. I helped the HI. picket for a short time at Mine B in 1937 but I 
never did return to work at Mine B after that time. 



»I was not familiar with the relations between Eishoff and the TJlfT 
prior to 1932. The s;ane applies to the relations between Eishoff and the PMA 
from 1932 to 1937, with the exception that I believe the FKA had moro griev- 
ances to settle. I voluntarily joined the FMA in 1932 when that union obtained 
the bargaining rights at Iline B. I took no active part in the formation of 
that union. 

n It is ny opinion, and I feel the other men felt the same way, that 
the PiiA officials were honest, capable and gave the rank and file miners fair 
treatment. I believe the miners were satisfied with the FHA, and did not want to 
join any other mine union. Between 1932 and 1937 I gained the opinion that 
Eishoff favored the OTiT, but I hove nothing tangible to base this opinion on. 
About April* 1937, I was on the PM* Trial Board at Mine B. I know the follow5-.g 



c 



HE: jo::n l. iewis, et al 


employees at Mine B to be organizers far the U1CT, and at 
the same time were holding FHA membership cards; Charles 
Bohannon, Emory Jacaway, Tony Plotch, Frank Austin, 
Dominic Pasqualc, Pete Carter, Andrew Schrelevious, Joe 
iilbanese, James Hale, John Sirtout and John Ananias. 



”These above, mentioned men were attempting to persuade the miners 
to Join the UIL by contacting them in the mine and at their homes. In the last 

* #* -t i j>j j. j. _ r \ r 1 ^ l ^ ^ T 

part ox ApriJ. or uic ur sl part 01 May , uiu ocao 

for disloyalty from the PJ JA. By this, I mean they were trying to s*ing 
the miners to the Ulf..’; Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrej.evious, Pete Carter, Frank 
Austin, and Dominic Pasqualc. I am not sure if I attended the PIL*. meeting on 
May 11, 1937 and do not recall having heard of the meeting. I do not know hor 
Elshoff or Falcetti felt about cither union at this time. I was not familiar 
with the details of the wage scale controversy in 1937, but I did expect same 
back pay which I have not received. 


«0n May 12, 19J7 I worked in Box South Section, and loaded my 
cars full, i’he men in that part of the min^wor - loading full cars. I did 
not know about the short cars until after quitting time that day. I never knew 


why the cars were loaded short. 


n I recall signing the PI 5. petition of liny 26, 1 93? to show I was a 
FI£ k member. I did not si^-n any other petitions and I heard of no others. I 
did not go back to the mine when it attempted to reopen. I voted in the 
NLRB election on December 15, 1937. The FHA won by a largo majority and I 
felt the election indicated the true , feelings of the men. I thought this 
was a fair election. Since I was not working at the mine in 1941, I did not 
vote in the second NLRB election. 


M No one ever attempted to persuade, mu to join the UH7. I never heard 
any thro .ts made to get miners to join the UH I have no information indi- 
cating that Elshoff wanted to sign up with the Dll'. 

n t have read and fully understand this statement of throe r 30ges and 
it is true and correct.” 
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RE: JOHN L. US. IS, ET AL 



jewe d by Special Agents 
it his residence, 
"Illinois on 

September 12, 1943. He appeared to be strongly sympathetic for tho UlfT. Re 
is* intelligent, alert end decisive in his remarks. Ke furnished the following 
signed statement: 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 12 , 1943 " 



make the following voluntary statement to 
/horn I know to be Special Agents of tho 
Department of Justice. 


’’I n;.s barn 
unemploy d, and livinj 
liy last employment was vitff 
111 . 



Illinois^ I am presently 
crimtfic ld. Illinois. 

Springfield, 


"The first cine union I joined was the United Mine Workers of America 

.'in aftv r as the UH.j . I joined this union 

,*t this time I was employed at the 



«I worked at other mines in Spr ingfield under t he U He before I 
started working at Mine B which was about 

was a track 


''"..'hen I started working in Mine B 1 1 
layer . I held this job a bout six or seven months 

I worked as a company man. 
3uirsix^ontS!^[fter tho strike ended in 1939^ 



«I vtent b; ck to work on tho 9th of November, 1939 when the mine 
re- op-. nod, IHIHjjiHHHIlV ;j - ,out Junc > !940 I became a "Face Boss" 
and I then , tinbernen, company men and diggers. 

"In 1932, when the EL was formed, Elshoff first refused to sign a 
contract with EL at mine B. as I understood it, ho claimed it was an illegal 
organization and also that he still held a contract with UMb. A t this 
time most of the men at Mine B wanted to join the PIL. 


"Shortly after the HL was organized and before the EC. and Elshoff 
signed a contract, about fourteen of us who were still members of the DlfT got 
together and tried to keep tho local Ul-f charter. I wanted tne Dlf.. to ro- 
main at Mine B. I do not remember the name of these other men. 
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’’The FIJA asked me to join that union, hut I would not. 
Later on, about three months later, I did sign up with 
the Rli, as a new member. At that time EMA had a closed 
shop agreement with Elshoff and I was compelled to 
joo. 

,f I was never threatened by any FMA members . to join the Fill. Be- 
cause- I did not sign up with Fit., some months before that, I was compelled to 
pay an initiation fee, I was one of seven who were made to pay this fee. 

"In May, 19a? a FI1A Board Member called the strike at Mine B and 
nav.;r produced a strike ardor from the President of the State District of 
FMA. It is my opinion that it was an illegal strike. 

"As far as I know the PMA ran : and file minor was satisfied working 
under the PIL.. from 1932 until 1937. 

"I never heard that the Hi*. loaders at Mine B were not trustworthy, 
but I heard some men complaining about high assessments, but they did this 
in the ULf.< and every other local where I iiavu worked. 

"I was satisfied working under the PH.. I had a good wage scale and 
had no fault to find generally. I knew the following men: Joe ^lbanese, 

«,ndrcw Schrelevious, Dominic Fasqualo, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony 
PI etch, John (Cotton) Ananias, John Sirtout, Qcorgc Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, 
Charles Bohannon, and James hale. It was rumored that they were organizing 
for the UK..'. They never contacted ac. 

"To ijy knowledge, Falcctti and Elshoff did not favor either PMA or 

uk;. 


RE: JCKN L. U^TS, 



join PH. or lose 


"I did not umderst nd the wage scale controversy. 

"I attended only a fevj UK.,' and later PM A meetings. 

"I recall hearing that some UK.V organizers were expelled from P?I«. 
and the next day th~ miners want on strike because Elshoff refused to dischar^ 
these men. 

"I remember coal cars ware shorted on the day of the strike, but I 
do not know why. I worked nights all of this tine and I was not too well 
acquainted with what happened during the day. 

"I did not help picket Mine B. I think I signed the PJIA Petition 
of Kay 26, 1937. At this time I was no longer interested in the WJ. 
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"I wont to -the nine in September, 1937 when the nine tried 
to re-open. I did not go t ■> work because I was a PUK. 
member . To cy knowledge only UK* members went to work. 

It was just a few, possibly ten or twelve and included 
smic of the men listed in this statement. 

«I was out of the State of Illinois from December, 1938 until 

Nov- Tiber, 1939. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election hold in December, 1937. X 
thought it was a fair election. It was not a fraud, and no one tried to in 
flucnce my vote. I never heard that anyone was influenced to vote one way 
or the other. 


"Because of ay joe x was nox pemixxea xc 


j. _ .1 _ JV, J IT T D B 

vjvu in wit; ovtuiw H.n.ii.u. 


election. 


"I have never heard of any tJireats made by any miner to another to 
get a miner to join a nine union. 

"I joined the Dili in August, 1941. I could not join earlier because 
I was the "Face Boss” until that tine. 

"In January, 1942 I wr.s nade "Face Boss" again and so had to sever 
ry connections with the Ulli. 

"The last day I worked at the mine was February 12, 1943- I 
not a member of any uni^n at that tine for the above mentioned reason, I 
quit because I got tired of icy job." 
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RE? JOHN U LEAIS. ET AL. 


INTERVIEW 'WITH 



Agents 

ployed ir^TTi^" mine s , 


Springfield* Illinois was interviewed at ms 
rfcsifej^^^y^Septogibe)^14* 1943* by Special 

presently cm- 

ie is ^^^n^taTl^aTort^na^little understanding 


-*■ — l m w J /%a a +■ Q ew^ wno imwF Trti crttci ■< tt, V»< « R+.a+.rttnft'nffi - 

UJ-AU1I 1111 iUUi Wica UW ikiAiiu JJ, (Miu nuw » W-* j ' — w - ’ 


He car. read and executed the following statement 


"Springfield* Illinois 
September 14* 1943* 


rent tc 
cf the Fedora 



"I was born cn 


lie the following voluntary state- 
ivhon I knew tc bo Special Agenti 
cn*“U75, Department cf Justice* 


Ky resi- 



dence is 
ployed at' 

"The first mine union I joined v:as the United Line Workers of 
America* v;hich will be referred to hereinafter as the U1TW. ^joined this 
union at the Spring Creek Coa^Co^^^^^wfiold* Illinois infl^H^ I worked 
jit^th^yyamon Lino #2 WG ° t tc J"crffl?"Hine B 

as a digger. I w :7g" always "ft digger at iiine B. I left Line B 


*1 never held an office in any union. When I worked under the 
Titnr +Vm P->-f.ir>»p«E4tr^ LH nn t»>.rlfnrR nf -inericn. which will be referred to 

uatH wiio — * v ' w — - — — — - - -- 

hereinafter as the RiA* I attended about one union meeting a month. 

"I recall that tho FLA was organized in 1932 because the miners 
did not want to v-ork under John L. Lewis any longer* 

"As far as I know iSlshcff got along all right with the DLIii, 
before 1932 and with the RiA after that date. 


"I joined the RiA voluntarily in 1932* 
in organizing the FLA. 


-r J- - ^A. i — * 

J. irUL'X. Ub O.UVJ.VO ytxi ^ 


B I was always satisfied with the FMA and its* leaders. As far 
as I know all the miners who I talked with at mine B wore satisfied with 
the FLA. 

"I knew the following men who worked at Line B at smactine dur- 
ing the period I worked there i Joe Albonese, Andrew Schrelovious, Dominic 
Fasquale, Fete Carter, Frank Austin, Tcny Plutch, John ^Cottou^ Anpjiias, 


c 


HE: JOHN L* nT 



controversy. 


John Sirtout, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and 
James Halo. 

“I do not remember the details of tho wage scale 


tt I did not attend the FUA meeting on Hay 11, 1937. I did not 
knew there was going to be a HIA meeting on that night. 


“I did knew the next morning by talking with men down in the mine 
that s:nc miners had boon expelled from the PLA. 


"On the day of tho striko I leaded my curs about half a ton 
shorter than usual* I worked in Bcx^^fc on the west side of Lline B. 

H fci& ,*chneider, a PiO. member, came along tho bottom cf tho mine 
that morning while we were still in our cars and before we had gone to our 
boxes tc start working. He told us to lead short cars that day. He did not 
say why. At that time 1 did not know the reason for this. Lator cn I hoard 
that the cars were shorted because the minors who had boon expelled, from the 
FKA went to werk that nerning. 


strike. 


T A y> ^ ,, tv v-v T ,-3 4* r\ ■ d i i A- "kj A 4 WS 1 — 1 . 

-A iJ Vu W V*AAC^ £U-±UkJ 


- v* ♦■kn ^4 -Ktfrv 

< A uuv i. i. i o u wh o uujr w 


“I do not remember signing any petitions in 1937. 

"I went cut to the mine when it tried to open in December, 1937, 
and January, 1936. On the first occasion I went to work for one day end only 
about seventeen non went down in the mine, sc it closed again. I went back 
to tho nino in January, 1936 and worked two or three days. About seventeen 
cr twenty men went tc werk at this tine, but there wore not enough men to 
werk the mine. 

“in December, 1937, and January, 1938 whon the nine tried to re- 
open the non whe wont devvn in the mine included the men named in this state- 
ment. Four cr five Progressiv e men went do wn in the mine cn these s ecession s. 
One of these PuA men was named I do net remember who the others 
were. 1 found cut about the min^^^^^^ning on these dates from notices in 
the newspapers, 

“In the Summer cf 1938, I wont to work in tho Jefferson liine. I 
then joined the UUiV* 

“In November, 1938 I returned to work at Kino B as a member cf the 
UL97. I left the Jefferson Lino in January, 1939. I was cut cf work from 
then until November, 1939. 
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REi JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL* 



"I voted in both H.L.R.B. elections. They were fait* 
tc the best of my knowledge* 

W I have read this statement consisting of three pages 



:,TT1!ES3EDj 



Special Agent, FBI. 
Special Agent, FBI. 


it 
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1943. 

a^vii^^^^^^^s^resentl^work ing at Panther Creek 
JSine #5 aWW He entered thejjnitcd 

States in IHH was naturaBTc^T^p^igrieTdTlTlinois on ^ 

Ke advise^that after the beginning of the strike DOMINIC PA 
SCfmELUYTO US and CIIAULES BOHANNON came to his home several times. 

and the above t 
cl r tor having had several 

drinks. At one tine, SCHHELEVlPfff^WWs^ from his pocket, turned to 
FAS QUALE and said. "That’ s what he's worth," meaning he could buy bullets , 
to get rid of the tovcrr^WiSQUAL^^SCHRELIjVIOTJS \ >. 

BOHANNON begnn^hr^^^^ I^^^HR'wife, HHHHHHf SCI&ELEVIOUS ^ 
saying, "You look healthy now^TT^ou can get snon uwiui quick. PASQT1ALE 
told he r that bullets would go through her vory oasily. BOHANNON told her.e 
you had better koop out of this or you will got in trouble. 


/ 


Some time 
remembered by 
house and trie 1 

.wj c-nrr’OTrT irtf TnrrQ 
LA 1 4 U 1 X'J' »J K* 



late summer of 1937, the exact date not being 
0 HANNON , PASQUALE and SCHRSLEVIOUS came to the 
to sign up with the United. He refused, 
come back later when his wife was . 
there; that she *as the ono who was keeping him from joining, and they would 
see that she agreed to allow him to join. He advised that a number of 
people had told both him and his wife that the three men had been looking 
for her and threatening what they would do to hor. 

ut three days after the above occurrence, SCHRSLEVIOUS como 

about 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon an^^^^^^kod into 
fv:as in the back yard working, and v;as 



tne nouse. one 


tar- OH 1TU5T?T Y7TNT f\TTQ + ^ rr,~-h 

OUIU 1 AVUW vv 


r»n -h . nnr 3 , hn 



me 



about Mine B, and told hor that if she know what was good for 
she woul d let him join t he United because he wouldn’t havo a job ir ne 
didn , t . MMBHMBtricd to forco SCHRELEVIOUS out of the house. Ho 
grabbed . Sho was pulling towards the back door 

yelling at him, and WHHHBcame running from the back yard, grabbed 
SCHRE LE VIQUS by the coat and jerked him out of the house. As 

Foil. SCHRBf F Vj nns pulled a revolver from a shoulder holB^^^a^^^iot ■ 
j- c fi rcd again but missed the second tirao. HHHV tried 
to roach dow n for a board or ciud xq oeax -jU*uu * 

one, and SCHRELEVIOUS turned and shot hi m. jHQHHHJHV was in the 
hospital for three months andl^lHMHwas in tne hospital for two months. 


i 


- 139 - 


i 


So I join* L. LEWIS, ET kb 





above information -was givgj 
“■•in the presence of 

ij.t T-n^^Rmc the y both became* . , -- - - 

and ■■■■■ req u ested that no further questioning 

be conducted at that tim^^RHs 

suiter of 1937 In a talk with SCERELZVIO^TTTOT^^^™ that ho -was 
being paid $ 35400 . a vjeok by the U.M.Tfl. to organize 




due 


In view of the emotional unstab Ility of 
request' 

question ing ed that j 

mmm i been under the doctor's care for a period or rour T^f. 
^^^Rcrvous reac tion jl the shoot ing, and they were both in poor health, 
qho also st'ted thatflMHHlHiitt v, ’ crc also under the doc ' tor s care and 
that thoy acre nil their lives. She stated that s ho 

would not allow ■■■■■to testify to any of the above information; 
that they is-uld forget about it and she did not believe tha 

their testimony would be of any paramount importance in the Federal Courts, 
inasmuch as the matter was ono entirely for the local authoritie . 
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